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Impact of Birsa Munda on Indian Tribal Society and Feminist
Movements

Introduction:
Birsa Munda — a tribal freedom

fighter, religious leader and a folk hero
belonged to the Munda tribe. Birsa
Munda spearheaded an Indian tribal mass
movement that arose in the tribal belt of
modern Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh in the
late 19th century during the British Raj.
Munda is one of the most important faces
of Indian tribal movements against the
British, who inspired various tribes not
only Mundas but also Kharias and
Oraons, who accepted him as their
leader. Birsa Munda was born at Ulihatu
in the Bengal Presidency (presently in
Jharkhand) on 15 November 1875 into a
Munda family. Munda spent his
childhood amidst poverty in a typical
tribal setup, where he converted to
Christianity and became Birsa David in
order to receive an education from a
missionary school. During the late 1880s,
Munda began to understand the nature of
exploitation meted out by the British
against the native tribals. The huge
disruption caused by British agrarian

policies made an impact on the

Mr. Gurpinder Kumar
Assistant Professor,

Centre for Women'’s Studies
University of Allahabad

livelihood of these tribal people,
disrupting their usual way of life which
was hitherto peaceful and in tune with
nature. Not only British economic and
political policies but also aggressive
religious and cultural policies of the
Christian missionaries which belittled the
tribal people and their culture acted as
fuel for their fight against the British.
Birsa was strongly entrenched in the
movement against the British oppression
of the tribal communities.

Feminism Viewpoint:

Feminist views and feminism are
not same. Although the two terms
“feminist” and “feminism” entered the
English language in the 1980s (MIA
Encyclopedia, 2008), these terms are
simply two different phenomena or
stages of development of human history
and civilization. Traces of the former,
1.e., feminist views could be found in the
respective  literatures  of  ancient
civilizations of Greece and China,
whereas the latter, i.e., feminismis a
20" century movement. Feminism as a

set of ideas and concepts that stands for a
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distinctive and established sociopolitical
ideology developed during the second
half of the 20" century. It challenged the
most basic assumptions of conventional
political thought which kept the role of
women off the political agenda on the
basis of their sexual “disability” or
“disadvantage.” However, with the
flowering of radical feminist thought in
the late 1960s and early 1970s, feminism
emerged as a political ideology. Since
then “Feminism” as a term has become
quite familiar in everyday language; it
has become almost a fashion, and being
called a feminist has assumed a special
identity. It implies a diverse collection of
sociopolitical theories, political
movements and moral philosophies,
largely motivated by a concern for co-
equal social role and position and rights
of women vis-a-vis male members in a
society. Therefore Feminism is regarded
as the ideology of, or theoretical
commitment to, the Women's Liberation
Movement across the world.

Feminism, however, is not a
coherent ideology. It is a combination of
some major traditions developed within
feminism. These are Liberal Feminism,
Socialist Feminism, Radical Feminism,
New Feminism and Post-feminism. The
first one (probably the earliest among all

such traditions), as the name suggests,

was based on the principle of liberalism
that advocated for equality of human
individuals regardless of their sex and
other distinctions. Thus, it argued for
women's equal entitlement to all rights
and privileges in the society as enjoyed
by men on the basis that both were
human beings. While generally providing
a critique of social relations, much of
feminist theory also focuses on analyzing
gender inequality, and the promotion of
women's rights, interests and issues.

The majority of Indian tribes are
forest-based. In India, forest has been a
vital source of civilization, intellectual
and spiritual development of human
society. In contemporary India, many
tribal groups still carry forward with
them this vital tradition of living with
nature which is expressed in their daily
activities and beliefs. Moreover, the
relationship between forest and women
has been a strong one both in practice
and theory. Forest has been associated
with fertility. According to Vandana
Shiva, the forest as the highest
expression of the earth’s fertility and
productivity and is symbolised in the
form as Vana Durga or the Tree
Goddess. In many tribal villages in India
even today, we can see one or two sacred
grooves which are patches of land left

uncut when a village is established after
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cutting trees in a forest. Various studies
have shown that this reverence for forest
or trees is due to an ecological insight
that is deep and inherited through many
generations (Gadgil 1975). Myers also
emphasized this relationship between
ecology and community (Myers, 1984).
The practice of indigenous knowledge
system reflects living in ‘harmony’ with
nature. Some scholars (Guha, 2001) have
taken this argument further to expose the
indigenous communities’ appreciation of
nature, which was shaped over
generations by living in the forests. In
most part of tribal India, women play a
very vital role in forest related activities.
It is the women who collect raw
materials from the forest as well as
prepare and sell handia (rice beer) which
is considered as a very special drink
having ritual significance in many parts
of tribal India. The raw material is
mohua tree which is found in the forest.
Women collect various parts of the
mohua tree to use for various purposes.
Forest management and knowledge about
use of forest produce has been basically a
domain of  women. Women’s
participation in tribal economy is crucial
and is reflected in their enhanced social
status in society. Tribal societies are
known for their egalitarianism in contrast

to the hierarchical nature of caste society.

Egalitarianism and gender equality are
valued in many parts of tribal India but
much needs to be done in aspects of
gender equality. In the tribes of India, it
is usually seen that girls are not
considered as a burden because of their
economic value. Girls participate in all
types of work at home and agricultural
activities along with their mothers. In
most cases girls and boys have their say
in selection of the partners. From this
discussion, it is clear that tribal women
have comparatively more freedom and
higher social status than their
counterparts in the caste society. But
there are areas where tribal women still
face discrimination, for example in
property inheritance, village level
decision making and certain religious
activities. Tribal women play a very vital
part in the local as well as household
economy by participating along with men
in all activities. It is the women who with
the assistance of children are largely
responsible for animal husbandry and
collection of fuel, fodder and water. This
permits them considerable time away
from home and the village which makes
them the explorers of the surrounding
natural resources. Thus, women’s
relationship with forest is very close in
the context of the tribes. This also has

made them strong and courageous in the
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handling of environmental challenges.
The role of tribal women is not only of
importance in economic activities, but
her role in non-economic activities is
equally important. Women’s role in
childbirth, specific, rituals and festivals is
an important part of village life. For all
these activities forest plays a crucial role
by providing various herbs, timbers,
medicines and other forest produce. In
many cases, tribal women act as the
carriers of traditional knowledge on
forest management and protection.

Tribal women played a vital role
in organizing the resistance movement
against their  exploitation.  Protest
originated to counteract any attempt by
the outsiders or the state to alienate them
from forest, land or any other natural
resources they were dependent upon.
They had actively participated in various
uprisings and struggle against the British
during the colonial period. Out of about
forty major rebellions against the British
from 1763 to 1856, tribals led many of
them. The Kol rebellion, the Santhal
uprisings, the revolt led by Birsa Munda
and many others are known for the
massive involvement of tribal women.
Struggle against land alienation was the
major form of struggle the women were
involved with. In the pre-independent

India, when the Britishers started to use

the vast forest resources for commercial
purpose, there were protests and
uprisings by many tribes in which
women played crucial role. As British
interest in forests was exclusively for
commercial timber, indigenous expertise
of the tribal women became redundant
and was replaced by a one-dimensional,
masculinist science of forestry (Shiva,
1988). Since then, women’s role in forest
economy and as the carrier of forest-
related indigenous knowledge has been
ignored. British policy on forest led the
non-tribal groups, money lenders and
commercial minded people to occupy
most of the forest land previously
possessed by the tribals. This led to
active protest, leadership and
participation of tribal women in struggle
against such exploitation. The voice of
tribal women reinforces the notion that
the very existence of the tribes is linked
with forest and many of the socio-
economic activities of the women are
directly related to forest and land. The
tribal history of resistance can be
remembered by three major revolts
which time can never erase. After Baba
Tilka Majhi, it was the first spell of tribal
awakening for freedom and
independence from the British Empire.
The three revolts are the Kol Revolt in
1829-1839, followed by the Santhal
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Revolt in 1855-1856 and the Munda
Revolt in 1899-1900, which is also
known as Ulgulan Revolution. The Great
Bhagwan Birsa Munda led the Ulgulan
revolution. All three revolutions were a
victory, and that is the reason the tribals
sang the first songs of victory and
freedom long before the Independence of
1947.

In the Tebhaga movement in
Bengal, there was wide participation of
the Santhal women with full spirit and
zeal. The Santhal Rebellion from 1855-
56, the Bhumkal Rebellion in Bastar and
Birsa Munda’s Ulgulan movement in and
around Ranchi are some examples. The
role of women in these adivasi revolts
was no less than that of men. They too
faced the vicious repression unleashed by
the British to crush these movements.
These struggles, though, concerned with
the immediate economic and existential
questions of the tribes, were ultimately
related to the policy and rule of the
imperialist British. Innumerable adivasi
men and women sacrificed their lives in
this struggle against the British. The
adivasi women have showed exemplary
courage and determination to fight
against the British and carved their
names in the history of the anti-colonial
struggle in India.

Birsa Movement:

The movement, better known as
Ulgulan (Great Tumult), was led by Birsa
Munda in the year 1899. However, the
ground of the movement started
developing with a religious character
from 1895. Herein, Birsa tried to reform
the traditional religion (as revealed to
him by Singbonga, the supreme god of
Munda) and asked his followers to
abandon the worship of Bonga (spirit)
and to prohibit the intake of non-
vegetarian food and alcohol. He also
predicted the end of the world and
ordered his followers to stop paying rent
to the government and to stop ploughing.
Later on, the movement was imbedded
with the political character where the
movement looked forward to establish
Munda Raj by ousting the missionaries
and government by adopting violent
means. In 1895, Birsa first grew as a
leader and in a short span of time he
grew as a healer, then miracle-worker,
then preacher and then he grew to
become a prophet. (Singh 1983)
Altogether, this made him a prominent
figure among the tribes (especially
among Mundas) who saw him as their
liberator. On the other hand, growing
popularity of Birsa alerted the colonial
regime and they demanded for his
immediate arrest. Consequently, he was

arrested on 19 November 1895 and was
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sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for
two years with a payment of a fine of Rs
50. (Singh  2010) During  his
imprisonment period, Ranchi district
witnessed severe famine from 1896 to
1897 which was followed by the heavy
out-migration of Munda tribe to Assam
tea plantation. During the year 1897,
there was a heavy increase in the
immigration of tribes in Assam tea
plantation. Subsequently, this turned out
to be the major cause for the Birsa
movement. The motive behind the arrest
was to control the growing influence of
Birsa Munda among the tribes. But even
after the arrest, he remained an inspiring
force among the tribes through the
medium of his disciples. On 30
November 1897, he was released and
immediately after his release started
organizing meetings in the Munda
region. (Singh 2012) Alongside, he
continued his revolutionary teachings
which lasted for nearly two years.
Eventually, there was an outbreak of a
violent movement on the Christmas Eve
of 1899 at Ranchi district. The movement
was short lived as it was cruelly crushed
by the officers, who killed many
followers of Birsa. On 3 February 1900,
Birsa was arrested and with this, the
movement also came to an end. Though

the movement did not last long, the

impact of the movement was so powerful
that it forced the state to take some
effective measures to solve the problems
of Munda tribes. (Singh 2012) The most
effective one was the introduction of
Chotanagpur Tenancy Act in 1908. This
act was intended to provide a degree of
protection to the Chotanagpur tribes by
making khuntkatti tenures secure against
the encroachment of landlords by fixing
their rents in perpetuity and making
illegal the sale of these lands for any
purpose other than arrears of rent. It also
gave statutory recognition to existing
customs regarding use of forest,
occupancy rights, right to claim land etc.
(Gupta 2011)
The Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, 1908
This act restricts the passing on of
land from tribal people to non-tribals. It
acts as a protecting shield for the tribal
land, but does it completely protect it?
The answer is no. Because there is
another law called the Land Acquisition
Act 1894, which completely undermines
the CNT Act, 1908 and facilitates easy
loot of tribal land. In the name of
development and public service, dams,
factories, roads and railways and canals
have been built in Jharkhand, in the
process of which 90% of tribals have lost
their lands. Cities like Jamshedpur and
Ranchi are based on grabbed tribal land.

6
January 2021

An Edited E-Book

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

If the CNT Act has been protecting the
tribal lands since 1908, how come non-
tribals have successfully built their
homes and how come so many mines and
industries have been constructed and put
into operation on indigenous land? It
isn’t my job to answer these questions; it
is the governments. Land grabbers and
invaders will stop at nothing to do what
they came for. In 1907, the year before
the CNT Act was passed, the Tata Group
had already acquired the lands of tribals
for mining iron ore in Noamundi and
Jamshedpur for establishment of its
industrial empire. Jamshedpur at one
time was known as “Kalimati” (Land of
Black soil) and was home to the Munda,
Santhal and Ho tribes, who were
forcefully displaced by the dikus (non-
tribals), so that their land could be
acquired. The non-tribal government
tried a number of times to amend the act,
and eventually, the Raghubar Das
government successfully weakened the
act. The government, after the
amendment to Section 49, will be able to
acquire land in the Chota Nagpur region
without anything stopping them
Tribal Women’s roles in Movements
Tribal women actively
participated in movements and fought

against their internal and external

subjugations. In the initial phase, external

issues became the key cause for tribal
movements, but in the second phase,
both external and internal issues were
taken up by the movements. This shift
can be understood by the emergence of
women leaders in tribal resistance. The
internal subjugation is more closely
related with the patriarchal structure of
Oraon and Munda society. In order to
understand the internal subjugation, we
need to first understand the status of
women folk in their patriarchal system.
There is a generalized notion regarding
the status of tribal women that they
enjoyed better socio-economic space
compared to the ‘mainstream’ women.
But before coming into any conclusion,
we need to keep in mind that in their
patriarchal society, they had inefficient
political and property rights which were
centric to ‘power’ and that remained
under male authority. Though in few
cases, women acquired the political post
or land ownership for temporary period
when their sons were minor. This put a
question mark on the position of women
in tribal society as they were kept from
accessing power. Contrary to this,
external subjugation started with the
intrusion of moneylenders, traders and
middleman in the beginning of colonial
era. These intruders dishonored tribal

women by harassing and exploiting
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them. This not only threatened the
honour and  prestige of  tribal
communities but it also degraded the
position of tribal women. Thereby, it
became a vital reason for tribal
movements. In the beginning phase,
violation of women’s honour remained
the main cause of tribal movements. For
example, the immediate cause for Kol
rebellion was the exploitation and
harassment of women folks by dikus. In
this context Kol said, The Pathans have
taken our doormats and the Sikhs our
sisters. Our lives are of no value, and
being of one caste, let us stand fast to
each other, and commence to plunder,
murder and loot. (Roy 2010)

However, the movement was
concerned with safeguarding the honour
and prestige of tribal community rather
than uplifting the position of women. If
we talk in the context of Sardari Ladai,
the main cause of the movement was
beth-begari system where women were
also forced to render their service in the
lands of zamindars. For example, “Each
house was obliged to supply one male
and one woman each day for work.” (Kol
agitation in the Lohardugga district,
Home Department, Judicial, 1890, No.
95-109: 4. NAI) This ultimately made the
women folk more prone to mistreatment

and harassment, which was considered as

shame for the community. During these
two movements, violence against women
remained a main cause, but to what
extent they participated in these two
movements is questionable due to the
lack of written sources. In the second
phase, women not only actively
participated in the movements but in
many occasions they also emerged as
leaders. In Birsa Movement, one of the
main objectives was to restore the golden
age of the Mundas and in this regard, one
of Birsa Munda visions was of an ideal
society where there was no violence
against women. (Singh 2010)

Women remained an important
part of tribal movements. In this
particular movement, women played a
heroic role by taking arms to fight
against their enemies. There was an
instance when the Deputy Commissioner
of Ranchi, on receiving the alarming
news rushed to Gaya Munda’s
(prominent leader of Birsa Movement
and a follower of Birsa Munda) house to
arrest him but had to face his agitated
wife (Manki), the two daughter-in-laws,
and the three daughters, Thigi, Nagi and
Lembu. They furiously attacked him with
lathi, sword, tangi and fought bravely till
they were disarmed. Among them, there
were two women who had small babies

in their left arms while brandishing axes
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with their right. (Singh 1983) Apart from
them, there were two women named as
Sali and Champi who remained a
companion of Birsa and stayed with him
when he was finally caught. (Sujata
Singh 2010) The above three movements
were followed by a new episode of
resistance termed as Tana Bhagat
Movement.  Unlike the erstwhile
outbreaks, the movement not only
witnessed the participation of women in
the gatherings held by the leaders but
also witnessed two women leaders 1i.e.
Linda Oraon and Maya Oraon, who led
the movement in different time period.
This ultimately, helped them to improve
their political status in tribal resistance
and in their society as well.
Why we need Birsa Munda?

People and the government in
power should understand that with great
power comes great responsibility and

humility, but instead, what we are seeing
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Birsa Munda- A Real Freedom Fighter

Introduction:

In the history of peasant revolt
and democratic struggle in India, Birsa
Munda was not a sudden flash of light,
but a continuation and inevitable
consequence of the previous Kol
Rebellion (1831-32) and the Santal
rebellion (1855-56). The Mundas are
indigenous people of the Austrian group.
They were the lower classes. Their main
livelthood was agriculture and animal
husbandry. In central and Eastern India
Oraon, Munda, Santal, Birhor, Kol, Vil,
Lodha, Sabor and Chenchu, Kurumba,
Badama in south India was in this
category.The life style of the Mundas
accustomed to the primitive social
system, was simple, straightforward and
independent.

The struggle for Independence:

BirsaMunda was a  tribal
revolutionary who fought against the
British  colonialist decades before
realizing the presence of Mahatma
Gandhi and Bhagatsingh in the freedom
struggle. In the late 19™century, during
the British rule, in the history of the

Indian independent movement Birsa

Saifuddin Molla
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Department of Political Science
Raja Rammohun Roy Mahavidyalaya
made an important figure as tribal leader
to have been so honored. With the advent
of British rule came Lutherans, Anglican
and Catholic missions. With the spread
of education along with missionary
activities, indigenous peoples became
much more organized and rights
conscious. At the same time, the social
division between Christians and non-
Christians have increased, and the sense
of ethnic unity has diminished. The
advent of Christianity intensified the
protest movement among the Mundas.
This movement was not aimless; it was
dedicated to rebuilding the indigenous
society that had collapsed under the
pressure of colonial rule.

The British colonial system
accelerated the transformation of the
tribal agricultural system into a feudal
state. Since the tribals could not generate
surplus with their primitive technology,
so the non-tribal farming community was
invited to settle and cultivate the lands in
chhotanagpur. As a result, the lands
occupied by the tribals became isolated.
The new class of Thikadars were more

rapacious and were eager to occupy most
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of them. In 1874, the authority of the old
Munda or Oraon chief was almost
completely abolished by the peasants
introduced by the land Lords. Birsa along
with the Munda responded to the
challenges of agrarian disruption and
cultural change through multiple revolts
and rebellions under his leadership.

Birsa took a part in the movement
against the acquisition of land in the
village by the forest department in 1893-
94. In 1895 he declared himself an
incarnation of God who came to restore
the kingdom of his people. He said that
the reign of Queen Victoria was over and
the reign of Munda had begun. He also
instructed the raiyats not to pay any rent.
To the Mundas he was the savior, so they
called him “Dharati Aba” or the father of
earth. Birsa Munda’s slogan threatening
the British Raj —“Abua Raj setarjana,
Maharani Raj tundujana” (let the
kingdom of the Queen be ended and our
kingdom be established.)

The Christian ~ missionaries
wanted to arrest Birsa and his followers,
who were threatening their ability to
make convert. Birsa was sent to jail and
after release from jail on January 28,
1898 he along with his followers joined a
series of secret meeting in underground
for two years. In 1899, Birsa publicly

declared that the real enemies were the

British, not Christian Munda, and called
for a decisive war against the British.
Birsa Munda’s followers started a series
of attacks in various loyal places of the
British. They attacked two police
constables and attacked local
shopkeeper’s house and commissioners.
The British in return set a reward of Rs.
500/- on Birsa and sent an army of 150
people to crush the rebellion. The army
killed hundreds of people in the Dombari
Mountain. Birsa was able to flee but later
arrested and sent to jail. During his trial
in prison, Birsa Munda died on 9" June
1900. The movement became faded after
his death. After eight years of his death
on 1908, the colonial government
introduced the chhotanagpur tenancy act
(CNA). This law prohibits the transfer of
tribal land to non tribal people and
protect the rights owned by the owners.
Struggle for Religious Reform

Birsa Munda was an Indian tribal
freedom fighter, religious leader and the
hero of the Munda tribe of
chhotanagpurplateau. In the 19™ century,
Birsa stated a tribal religious militant
movement in the presidency of Bengal
(now Jharkhand). Due to poverty, Birsa
was sent to his maternal uncle’s village —
Ayubhatu. There he lived for two years
and surrounded by Christian missionary.

To get admission, he was forced to get
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converted to  Christianity.  After
converting he was renamed as Birsa
Daud. During 1886-90 when he stayed at
chaibasa in the wake of freedom struggle,
his father withdrew him from school. The
family also renounced Christianity and
reverted to their original tribal religious
customs.

Birsa claimed to be the messenger
of God and the founder of new religion
called ‘Birsait’. The religion believed in
one God and encouraged them to return
to their original religious beliefs. People
began to refer to him as an economic
healer, a miracle worker, and a
preacher.The people of Munda, Oraon,
and Kharias gathered to meet the new
prophet and to remedy their problems.
The people of oraon and Mundas became
believers in Birasaities. People stated
referring to him as “Dharti Aba”.
Different contemporary and folk music
reveals its influence on people of
different tribes. Birsa advised the tribal
people to follow their original traditional
religious system. Impressed by his
teaching, he became known as a prophet
to the people of the tribe and they sought
his blessing.

Conclusion:

Birsa’s activities were essentially

a revivalist movement; the main aim of

his movement was to liberate Munda

society from foreign elements and give it
its original form. The purpose of the
Birsa was to achieve religious and
political freedom. His main goal was to
establish the rights of the Mundas as the
real owners of the land. According to
Birsa, only this right can be established
in the European influence free world, and
for that needed Munda Raj. However, his
struggle was not only against the British,
but also the ignorance of his community.
He wanted to Iliberate the Munda
community from superstition, animal
abandonment and alcoholism. He died in
the custody of British authorities at
Ranchi central jail when he was just 25
years old.

Birsa is still memorable to us as a
struggling  star. Remembering  his

memory  various institutions  and
organizations have developed in different
parts of India after independence. Many
institutions and organizations -—Birsa
Agricultural University, Birsa Institute of
Technology, Birsa College Khunti, Birsa
Institute of Technology Sindri, Sidhu
Kanho Birsa University, Birsa Munda
Athletics Stadium, Birsa Munda Airport,
Birsa Seva Dal, Birsa Munda Tribal
University — are named after him. In
2004, Ashok Saran made a hindi film
“Ulgulan-Ek Kranti”, In 2008 Igbal

Saran made a n another film “Gandhi Se
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Pehle Gandhi”, Mahasweta Devi wrote a British Raj. One hunfred and fifty feet
novel “Aranyer Adhikar” on the life of tall statue of Birsa Munda has been
Birsa Munda and his rebellion against created in Jharkhand in 2016.
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The Indian Tribal Community Folk Hero- Birsa Munda

Introduction:

The Munda rebellion was one of
the most tribal revolts in India under
colonial rule, and one of the heroes of
this rebellion was Birsa Munda. He was
not only a brave leader of the Munda
rebellion but he was one of the leading
figures in India because the mass
uprising of the indigenous community
was possible only through his hands. To
the people of the tribal community, he
was a pioneer of the Renaissance, so his
followers considered him an ‘Earthly
God’.

Birsa Munda's first life:

On 15 November 1875 in the
village of Ulihatu (at present khundi
District in Jharkhand state) in the
presidency of Bengal, Birsa Munda was
born. His father's name was Suguna
Munda and mother's name was Kormi
hata Munda. Birsa Munda had five
siblings. His elder brother's name was
Komta Munda and younger brother's
name was Posna Munda. His two sisters’
names were Daskir Munda and Champa
Munda. Birsa Munda spent his first life
in the village chhalkad with his parents.

Merina Rahaman
Assistant Teacher of
Amguri Ram Mohan High school (H.S)

His first schooling took place in the
village of Dalka. He had a keen interest
in studies since childhood and he was
always trying to learn something new.
After completing his primary education,
Birsa Munda was admitted to the
Chaibasa missionary school. Ever since
he was in missionary school, he has been
thinking about how to liberate his society
from the clutches of the British rules. He
converted to Christianity while attending
the missionary school in chaibasa and his
name was Birsa David and after that his
name was Birsa Daud.
The Initial Context of the Rebellion:
From 1886 to 1890 Birsa Munda
spent his life at the chaibasha missionary
school. It was during this time that
violent protests broke out
between German and Roman Catholics,
Sugna Munda resigned as a member of
the German mission in 1890 and moved
with his family to his indigenous religion
in the face of the fire of the freedom
struggle that engulfed the indigenous
people at this time. Birsa never thought
that he would ever join the movement as

a leader of the tribal community because
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his teenage life was sodifferent. In
teenage life Birsa Munda is a very
beautiful flute player. He used to walk
around with ektara in one hand and flute
in his waist. But in the cruel irony of fate,
Ektara left the flute and picked up the
bow and arrow in his hand to save nature
and society. While in missionary school
Birsa Munda became associated with the
sardari movement. From that experience
he realised that not only British rye but
also Indians were responsible for this
condition of the indigenous community.
So they have become expatriates form
their own homes. So he realised that first
he had to awaken his own nation and he
did it skillfully.

Establishment of new religion:

He began to advising the people
of the indigenous community to adopt
their own culture, their own religion and
their own right. In this way while
awaking the masses Birsa Munda became
the ‘Dharti Abha’ or ‘Early God’ to the
people of tribal community. Birsa Munda
founded a new religion at the age of 20
based on the monotheistic Munda
religion.

The Beginning of the Munda Rebellion
(first stage):

In order to build a feudal stage

under the British colonial rule, the British

occupied various forest and land one by
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one and to this end they enacted the
Forest Act of 1894 prohibiting the free
access of other people to the forest areas.
Through this law, they took away their
motherland from the people of the
indigenous community. As a result the
entire jungle and the mountain along
with the heroic martyr forces and the
people of their tribal communities
jumped into fight for their rights, with
courage and bow and arrows. The tribal
community started fighting with the
British Forces. The British government
could not handle the situation and in
1895 arrested the rebels including Birsa
Munda.The movement came to a
temporary halt after the arrest of Birsa
Munda.

The second phase of Munda
Movement:

The second phase of the Munda
movement began after the release of
Birsa Munda on 30th November 1897.
The Munda rebellion in the southern
region of Ranchi spread from 1899 to
1900 under the leadership of Birsa
Munda.This rebellion is known in history
as ‘Ulgulan’ in Mundari language. The
word ‘Ulgulan’ means strong rebellion.
The aim of this revolt was to establish
the Munda Kingdom and to establish
forest rights. The main centre of this

movement was the dombari hill. This
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movement was carried out through
guerrilla tactics. For two years they
attacked places which were loyal to the
British.

On 5th January 1900 Birsa's
followers killed to constable at Ethedin.
On 7 January They attacked khunti
police station and killed a constable and
razed the houses of local
shopkeepers.The Commissioner an the
Deputy Commissioner rushed to Khunti
with an army of 150 to crush the
rebellion. The British administration set a
reward of Rs 500 for Birsa Munda. The
British force attacked Munda guerrillas at
Dombeari hill, indiscriminately firing on
and killing hundreds of people. Birsa
escaped to the hills of Singhbhum. He
was arrested at Jamkopai forest in
Chakradharpur on 30 March 1900. But
behind the capture of Birsa Munda was
the betrayal of some tribals for whom he
fought all the while.

Death of Birsa Munda:

After Birsa Munda was caught his
trial began. According to Deputy
Commissioner Ranchi 460 tribals were
made accused in 15 different criminal
cases, out of which 63 were convicted.
One was sentenced to death, 39 to
transportation for life and 23 to be
imprisoned for terms up to 14 years.

There were 6 deaths including that of
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Birsa Munda in the prison. Birsa Munda
died in the jail on 9 June 1900 at the age
of 25 years.

However, historians believe that
there is a mystery about the death of
Birsa Munda. Many historians believe
that Birsa Munda died of food poisoning
but according to the jail report, Birsa
died due to blood poisoning and
diarrhoea. Although the practice of
burying dead bodies was prevalent
among the tribal community, the British
government hastily cremeted Birsa's
body. Because firstly they wanted to
cover up the mystery of Birsa's death and
secondly they wanted to explain that
Birsa is not ‘GOD’, but an ordinary
person. However, the British government
did not succeed in that purpose. Birsa
Munda is still worshipped as ‘GOD’ by
the people of tribal community.
Conclusion:

Although the Munda uprising
ceased after the death of Birsa Munda, it
was immense importance to the whole of
India including the tribal community.
Though this movement did not establish
the Munda kingdom, the practice of
forced labour by the British with the
aboriginal people ceased. Judging from
many angles, Professor Norohori Kobiraj
called The Munda revolt a ‘present

revolt’. Indigenious people celebrate
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Birsa Munda’s birthday on November
15" every year to commemorate his
contribution. Birsa Munda is the only one
person from the tribal community, whose
picture has been and will be carefully and
respectfully preserved in the museum of
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the Indian parliament.The history of his
heroism, adventure and love for Nature
will be unforgettable to the entire
indigenous community, the people of

India.
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Birsa Munda: Relevance of Thoughts & Message to the Tribal
Community

Introduction:

Birsa Munda was a tribal freedom
fighter and a folk hero belongs to the
Munda tribe. Birsa Munda was born on
15 November 1875, at Ulihatu, Bengal
Presidency, during British India (present-
day Khunti district, Jharkhand) on a
Thursday and was named after the day of
his birth according to the Munda custom.
According to folk songs, he used to play
in the sand and dust with his friends. He
was an expert in playing the flute and
used to carry an instrument made from
pumpkin.

In his a childhood, Munda was
encircled by Christian missionaries. His
schooling took place in a missionary
school. He was very sharp in studies
where his teacher Jaipal Nag guided him
to enrol in the German Mission School.
Birsa converted to Christianity to join
German Mission School since it was
compulsory to convert to Christianity to
join the school and was renamed as Birsa

David, which he later changed to Birsa
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Daud. Nevertheless, soon after he
realized that the Britishers were there to
colonize them and the missionaries were
trying to convert tribals to Christianity.
When he was in school, the German and
Roman Catholic Christian agitation was
at its peak. This made his father, Sugana
Munda, withdraw his son from the
school. Birsa Munda left the German
Mission School, gave up the religion and
returned to his traditional faith.

Munda united the tribals to fight
against the forceful land grabbing carried
out by the British government which
would turn the tribals into bonded
labourers and force upon them miserable
poverty. Birsa Munda started to pass on
the principles of Hindu religion and
advised converted tribal people to read
their original  religious system
thoroughly. He became such an
important figure that tribal people used to
seek his blessings. He was valued as a
God by his followers and looked upon as
a prophet.
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Relevance of Thoughts:
“We should never forget our orginal
tribal culture.”
—Birsa Munda
Birsa started a movement called
'Ulgulan', or 'The Great Tumult'. His
struggle against the exploitation and
discrimination against tribals led to a big
hit against the British government in the
form of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act
being passed in 1908. The act restricted
the passing on of land from the tribal
people to non-tribals. He fought for the
rights of the tribal community.

Munda set out to get rid of the
feudal system that the British had
introduced in the Adivasi forest land. He
fought for the rights of his people. Birsa
Munda was given the name, ‘Dharti
Abba’ or the ‘Father of the Earth’. He is
the god for the tribal communities like
The Mundas, Oraons, and Kharias. He
went on to form a new religion called
Birsait, which adored only one god. His
revolutionary work not only put an
effective consequence in the British rule,
but it also helped to mobilize the tribals.

Birsa has an  astounding
contributor to modern India, but he has
also unfortunately been excluded to the
scene in today’s times. It is also
considered that his period of stay in
Chaibasa proven to be a turning point in
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his life, specifically between 1886
&1894. It was when Birsa began his
activity to take part in movements
against the British for the rights of the
tribals. Birsa was bold in acting on the
need of the hour and taking the all-
important  initiative to  fight the
oppressors. Birsa went on to find a
spiritual way of life and assumed as a
religious master at a very young age. For
his people, he was a God.

Clarity of thought is another
aspect from Birsa’s life. Once when his
tribal community was visited by a
Christian priest, Birsa was 11 at the time,
taught the wvisiting Christian priest a
lesson or two by putting into perspective
how following one’s religion was about
practising individual choice and this was
not to be cast-off as mere superstition.
Birsa Munda was a visionary leader
whose own experiences allowed him to
understand how the people from his
community were suffering. He did not
only attempt to wage protests and lead
anti-colonial movements, but pictured a
basic trauma in the historical continuity
of  oppression, dominance and
exploitation. In fact, his struggle left such
a mental picture on the colonial state that
officials were forced to introduce new

legislation — the Chota Nagpur Tenancy
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Act — that guaranteed the protection of
the Munda’s land rights.
Message to the Tribal Community:

Birsa’s life is a message for us to
take out some time to visit those parts of
India where the community lives — to
understand its composition and what
keeps it going even today in these times
of cultural dilution. It is because of his
efforts all those years ago that this tribe
can live with their heads held high today.
His vision for his Munda community was
to trace their roots and ethos back, and as
a result, a whole section of society
benefited. 'Dharti Abba' or the Earth
Father, Birsa Munda emphasized the
need of the tribals to study their own
religion and not forget their cultural
roots. He inspired his people to realize
the value of owning their land and
asserting their right upon them.

Birsa Munda always stressed
upon the need for tribals to know their
rights, culture and fight against the
injustice done to them. He also worked
towards rationalizing his community and
getting rid of their superstitious beliefs,
animal sacrifice and alcoholism. Birsa
wanted to reform the tribal society and
so, he urged them to let go of beliefs in
witchcraft and instead, stressed on the

importance of prayer, staying away from
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alcohol, hold faith on God and observing
a code of conduct.

With  religious  perspective,
Munda started the faith of ‘Birsait’. This
was a threat to Christian missionaries
who were converting the tribals left and
right. Soon, the Mundas and Oraons
became devoted Birsaities. Birsa Munda
declared that God had appointed him to
save his people from trouble, to free
them from the slavery of dikus
(foreigners, robbers). Politically a
movement began under the leadership of
Birsa known as ‘Birsa Movement’. The
political aims of it were to drive out
Christian missionaries, moneylenders,
Hindu landlords, and the government,
and to establish a Munda Raj. In this way
he conveyed the message to compete
boldly with external power and to live
their lives with dignity and freedom, not
with slavery.

When Birsa was arrested in 1895,
and in 1897, after releasing he toured the
villages to gather support for his
movement. He urged people to destroy
the Ravanas (European devils) and set
up an independent kingdom under his
leadership. He used to say:

“Let the kingdom of the queen be

ended and our kingdom is established.”

Conclusion:
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Birsa Munda’s vision for his
Munda community was to trace their
roots and ethos back, and as a result, a
whole section of society advantaged.
Thus, let me conclude by the point that
the message of Munda to the tribal
community is ‘to unit and fight for their
rights and against injustice, live with

dignity and freedom which is every

person’s birth right. Keep faith in their
own religion as it is the choice of
individual, not a compulsion of any
powerful forces. Get rid of superstitious
beliefs, animal’s sacrifice and
alcoholism. Worship of only one God,
importance of praying. Love for their

country and land.’
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Birsa Munda-The Lion

Early Life of Birsa:
Birsa's early years were spent

with his parents at Chalakkad. His early
life could not have been very different
from that of an average Munda child.
Folklore refers to his rolling and playing
in sand and dust with his friends and his
growing up strong and handsome in
looks; he grazed sheep in the forest of
Bohonda. When he grew up, he shared an
interest in playing the flute, in which he
became an expert. He went around with
the tuila, the one-stringed instrument
made from the pumpkin, in the hand and
the flute strung to his waist. Exciting
moments of his childhood were spent on
the akhara (the village wrestling ground).
Driven by poverty Birsa was taken to
Ayubhatu, his maternal uncle's village.
Komta Munda, his eldest brother, who
was ten years of age, went to Kundi
Bartoli, entered the service of a Munda,

married and lived there for eight years,
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and then joined his father and younger
brother at Chalked. At Ayubhatu Birsa
lived for two years. He went to school at
Salga, run by one Jaipal Nag. He
accompanied his mother's younger sister,
Joni, who was fond of him.

Birsa came in contact with a
Christian missionary who visited a few
families in the village which had been
converted to Christianity and attacked the
old Munda order. During that period only
one supported to retain the Munda family
is Sharanya Mathaji who has a special
power of healing and fulfills the desires
of the public. As he was sharp in studies,
Jaipal Nag recommended him to join
German Mission School but, converting
to Christianity was compulsory to join
the school and Birsa thus converted to
Christianity and was renamed as Birsa
David, which later became as Birsa
Daud. After studying for a few years, he

left the German Mission School.
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Formative Period for Birsa:

Birsa's long stay at Chaibasa from
1886 to 1890 constituted a formative
period of his life. This period was
marked by the German and Roman
Catholic Christian agitation. In light of
the freedom struggle, Sugana Munda
withdrew his son from the school. Soon
after leaving Chaibasa in 1890 Birsa and
his family gave up their membership of
the German mission and ceased to be
Christian and reverted to his original
traditional tribal religious system. In
Singhbhum as in Palamau and
Manbhum, the  forest settlement
operations were launched and measures
were taken to determine the rights of the
forest-dwelling communities. Villages in
forests were marked off in blocks of
convenient size consisting not only of
village sites but also cultivable and
wastelands sufficient of the needs of
villages. In 1894, Birsa had grown up
into a strong young man, shrewd and
intelligent, and undertook the work of

repairing the Dombari tank at Gorbera

damaged by rains.
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While on a sojourn in the
neighborhood of village Sankara in
Singhbhum, he found a suitable
companion, presented her parents with
jewels, and explained to her his idea of
marriage. Later, on his return from jail,
he did not find her faithful to him and left
her. Birsa stressed mono-gamy at a later
stage in his life. Birsa rose from the
lowest ranks of the peasants, the ryots,
who unlike their namesakes elsewhere
enjoyed far fewer rights in the Mundari
khuntkatti system. While all privileges
were monopolized by the members of the
founding lineage, the ryots were no better
than crop-sharers. Birsa's own experience
as a young boy, driven from place to
place in search of employment, gave him
an insight into the agrarian question and
forest matters. He was no passive
spectator but an active participant in the
movement going on in the neighborhood.
New Religion:

Birsa's claim to be a messenger of
God and the founder of a new religion
sounded preposterous to the missionaries.
There were also within his sect converts
from Christianity, mostly Sardars. His
simple system of the offering was
directed against the church which levied
a tax. The concept of one God appealed
to his people who found his religion and

economical religion healer, a miracle-

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

worker, and a preacher spread. The
Mundas, Oraons, and Kharias flocked to
Chalkad to see the new prophet and to be
cured of their ills. Both the Oraon and
Munda population up to Barwari and
Chechari in Palamau became convinced
Birsaities. Contemporary and later folk
songs commemorate the tremendous
impact of Birsa on his people, their joy,
and expectations at his advent. The name
of Dharti Aba was on everybody's lips. A
folk song in Sadani showed that the first
impact cut across the lines of caste.
Hindus and Muslims also flocked to the
new Sun of religion. Birsa Munda started
to advise tribal people to pursue their
original traditional tribal religious
system. Impressed by his teachings, he
became a prophet figure to the tribal
people and they sought his blessings.
Tribal Movement:

Birsa Munda’s slogan threatening
the British Raj- Abua raj seter Jana,
Maharani Raj Kundu Jana (“Let the
kingdom of the queen be ended and our
kingdom is established.”) is remembered
today in areas of Odisha, Bihar, West
Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh. He met
people in old Mysore and Mandy in
Arakkvalley in
Vishakhapatnam of Andhra Pradesh. The

Karnataka and

British colonial system intensified the

transformation of the tribal agrarian
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system into a feudal state. As the tribals
with their primitive technology could not
generate a surplus, the non-tribal
peasantry was invited by the chiefs in
Chhotanagpur to settle on and cultivate
the land. This led to the alienation of the
lands held by the tribals. The new class
of Thikadars was of a more rapacious
kind and eager to make the most of their
possessions.

In 1856 Jagirs stood at about 600,
and they held from a village to 150
villages. But by 1874, the authority of the
old Munda or Oraon chiefs had been
almost entirely annulled by that of the
farmers, introduced by the landlords. In
some villages, they had completely lost
their proprietary rights and had been
reduced to the position of farm labourers.
To the twin challenges of agrarian
breakdown and culture change, Birsa
along with the Munda responded through
a series of revolts and uprisings under his
leadership. In 1895, in Chalakkad village
of Tamar, Birsa Munda renounced
Christianity, asked his fellow tribesmen
to worship only one God and give up the
worship of bongos.

He declared himself a prophet
who had come to recover the lost
kingdom of his people. He said that the
reign of Queen Victoria was over and the

Munda Raj had begun. He gave orders to
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the raiyats (tenant farmers) to pay no
rents. The Mundas called him Dharati
Aba, the father of earth. Due to a rumor
that those who didn’t follow Birsa would
be massacred, Birsa was arrested and
sentenced to two-year imprisonment. On
28 January 1898, after being released
from jail he went with his followers to
Chutia to collect the record and to
reestablish racial links with the temple.
He said that the temple belonged to
the Kols. The Christian missionaries
wanted to arrest Birsa and his followers,
who were threatening their ability to
make converts. Birsa went underground
for two years but attending a series of
secret meetings. During this period he
visited the Jagarnath temple.

It is said that around 7000 men
and women assembled around Christmas
of 1899, to herald
the Ulgulaan (revolution) which soon
spread to Khunti, Tamar, Basia, and
Ranchi. The Anglican Mission at Murhu
and the Roman Catholic Mission at
Sarwada were the main targets. The
Birsaits openly declared that the real
enemies were the British and not
Christian Mundas and called for a
decisive war against the British. For two
years, they attacked places loyal to the
British.

On 5 January 1900, Birsa's
followers killed two constables at
Etkedih. On 7 January, they attacked
Khunti Police station, killed a constable,
and razed the houses of local
shopkeepers. The commissioner, A.
Fobes, and deputy commissioner, H.C.
Streattfield, rushed to Khunti with an
army of 150 to crush the rebellion. The
British administration set a reward of Rs
500 for Birsa. The British forces attacked
Munda guerillas at Dumbari Hill,
indiscriminately firing on and killing
hundreds of people. Birsa escaped to the
hills of Singhbhum. He was arrested at
the Jamkopai forest in Chakradharpur on
3 March 1900. According to Deputy
Commissioner Ranchi, vide letter, 460
tribals were made accused in 15 different
criminal cases, out of which 63 were
convicted. One was sentenced to death,
39 to transportation for life, and 23 to
imprison for terms of up to fourteen
years. There were six deaths, including
that of Birsa Munda in the prison during
trials. Birsa Munda died in the jail on 9

June 1900.

HHIdINDIA

Ravar

S 60
BIRSA MUNDA

26
January 2021

An Edited E-Book

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

Achievements:

After his death, the movement
faded out. However, in 1908 the colonial
government introduced the Chhotanagpur
Tenancy Act (CNT) which prohibits the
transfer of tribal land to non-tribals.
The Forest Laws enforced by
the British laid many restrictions on the
villagers depended on the forests and the
tribals alike. The villagers could only
collect produce from the
village forests and not from the protected
or reserved forests.
The British broadened their control over
all forests and pronounced that
woods were state property.  The tribals
were not permitted to gather wood,
natural products, hunt, and work on
moving development in these forests.
This brought about the loss of job and the
loss of source of food among the tribals.

Birsa Mundawas a  great
Indian tribal freedom fighter who made a
remarkable contribution to promoting
tribal rights. He fought bravely for the
independence of the Mundas against the
British. The British wanted tribal groups
to settle down and become peasant
cultivators because as

settled peasants they were  easier  to
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control and administer. The
British also wanted a  regular revenue
source for the state. During the period,
1886 to 1890, Birsa Munda spent a large
amount of time in Chaibasa which was
close to the Centre of the Sardar
Vallabhai Patel’s agitation. The activities
of the Sardars had a strong impact on the
mind of the young Birsa, who soon
became a part of the anti-missionary and
anti-government program. By the time he
left Chaibasa in 1890, Birsa was strongly
entrenched in the movement against the
British ~ oppression of the tribal
communities.

Conclusion:

Though Birsa Munda lived a
short span of life and the fact that the
movement died out soon after his death,
Birsa Munda is known to have mobilised
the tribal community against the British
and had also forced the colonial officials
to introduce laws protecting the land
rights of the tribals. Birsa's achievements
as a young tribal revolutionary have
continued to be celebrated over decades
now and he has successfully carved out a
space for himself in popular and folk

literature, academia, and mass media.
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Rethinking the Relevance of Birsa Munda in the History of Tribal
Movement with Reference to the Impact on the Minds of Tribal
Population

Introduction:

The life history of Birsa Munda
will go down in the history of the tribals
as a story of emancipation of his own
people, who were subjected to prolonged
suppression by the British. He realized
that the British have come to this land to
torture the masses and carry wealth
abroad. He is reckoned as a freedom
fighter who led the tribals essentially to
prevent land grabbing by the non-tribals
ending them up as bonded laborers in
their own land. Birsa Munda was an
Indian freedom fighter and a tribal leader
who revolted against the British rule. He
was a visionary who played a crucial role
in liberation of his community, the tribal
people, who were exposed to persistent
dominance by the British exploitative
policies and atrocities. His own
experiences as a young boy, when he
traveled from one place to another in
search of work provided him with an

understanding of different matters from
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which the community was suffering due
to the British oppression.

After realizing the fact that the
British company arrived in India to
torture the people and carry the wealth
abroad, Birsa Munda started spreading
awareness to expose the agenda of
British and gathered his army of tribals.
The army responded with movements
and protests against the injustice and
treachery of the British Raj. He was an
active participant in the revolt and is
remembered as a relentless fighter who
possessed the courage to fight the British.
He also claimed himself to be a
messenger of the almighty and told his
followers to follow the concept of One
God. His influential personality and
motivational speeches encouraged the
public to believe in the power of
freedom, to dream of a different world
than the one they lived in. His efforts for
the restoration of full ownership rights of
tribals exemplified his leadership and

vision.
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Birsa Munda and his new religion:
Birsa Munda was also a founder
of a new religion called Birsait. The
religion believed in one God and
encouraged them to revert to their
original religious beliefs. People started
referring to him as an economical
religion healer, a miracle-worker and a
preacher. People belonging to the tribe of
Mundas, Oraons and Kharias moved
together to visit the new prophet and to
find a solution to their problems. People
started referring him Dharti Abba or
Father of the Earth, Birsait soon became
the popular religion. Several
contemporary and folk songs reveal his
influence over the people of various
tribes. Birsa Munda stressed the need of
the tribals to wunderstand their own
cultural roots, tradition and rights and
follow their traditions. In 1895, Birsa
asked his fellow tribesman to renounce
Christianity and guided them to worship
one God and showed them the path of
purity, austerity and prohibited cow-
slaughters. Through his religion, Birsa
Munda also preached a strong anti-
British ~ sentiment and  mobilised
thousands of tribal folk to form guerrilla
armies to attack the Raj. His slogan
threatening the British Raj is still

remembered today in the states of

Odisha, Bihar, West Bengal and Madhya

Pradesh. The slogan was “Abua raj
seterjana, maharani raj tundujana” which
means “Let the kingdom of the queen be
ended and our kingdom will be
established.”

Birsait and revolts:

In the late 1890s, Birsa Munda
abolished the feudal system introduced
by the British in the Adivasi forest.
Under this system, migrants from other
states were invited by the British to work
over tribal lands and to pocket all the
profits. This, in turn, deprived the owners
of their proprietary rights over the land
and was left with no means of livelihood.
Thus, due to the agrarian breakdown and
culture change, Birsa along with his tribe
revolted. He invoked the tribals to take
pride of their ancestor’s patriotism and to
maintain their cultural ethos. The tribals
were suppressed for long by the Dikus
(nontribals) and the intermediaries like
Thikadars and money lenders including
Zamindars tried to exploit the tribals
constantly.

The tribals who were for
centuries the owners of the land and
engaged in cultivation could not stand
the trials before the British Court and the
primitive practice of verbal agreement on
land ownership could not be recognised
by law. Finally the tribals ended

themselves up as bonded labourers in
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their own land of origin. The level of
discontentment which grew out of
sustained discontentment struck at the
very root of their age-old customs and
practices. Against this background, Birsa
organised his struggle to free the tribal
folk from the brink of survival and he
commenced his protest march on Ist
October 1894 for remission of forest
dues. He gave his clarion call to the
tribals in his own language meaning he
wanted the tribals to end the rule of the
queen and re-establish their own
kingdom. Birsa accordingly spearheaded
the tribal movement in the region of
Chhotanagpur and brought the tribal
community under a single umbrella. He
had organised his first protest march for
remission of forest dues. It was at this
time the great famine of 1895 broke out.
Impact of this movement:

Colonial intervention brought
significant changes to many of the
societies. Schneider  argues  the
imposition of colonial rule had an
immediate effect on tribal population in
India. The authority of former chiefs was
considerably reduced and the economic
basis of the kingly, or the chiefly, power
was undermined or destroyed, though not
in equal measure in all areas. The impact
of this movement was significant enough

that even the British Government that

suppressed it, recognised its gravity. This
was reflected in the secret report of the
then Lt. Governor who wrote, “The
disturbance may have quieted down but
Simla requires to be constantly reminded
that it is sitting on a powder magazine.”
The popularity, intensity and relevance
of the movement launched by Birsa
Munda were so widespread that all the
mainstream political groups supported it
and eulogised its contributions to arouse
the common people to stand against the
mighty British Empire. The awakening
triggered by Birsa Munda found its
manifestation in the formation of Kisan
Sabha by many tribal groups, which later
joined the struggle for freedom. The then
British Government was perplexed by the
willing and large-scale participation of
women in the agitation launched by
Birsa.

Birsa Munda stood out as an early
protagonist of tribal rights, a pioneer in
mobilising women for the cause of
freedom and as an irrepressible fighter
for justice and human dignity. His
movement launched in late 19th century
has significance for our own times. He
used the myths and symbols of his
society and culture and became a rallying
point for people to rise against foreign
rule, oppression and injustice. His

movement was also infused with the

31
January 2021

An Edited E-Book

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

spirit of religious reform, social justice
and cultural regeneration. He fought
against British rule, suffered
imprisonment and subsequently became
a martyr. The Bihar Regiment of the
Indian Army invokes his name in one of
their battle cries. The British authorities
suppressed Birsa Munda’s struggle. But
it did not go in vain. His fight for the
rights of the people for forest resources,
land and preservation of their distinct
identity was subsequently recognised
when the then British Government,
through a series of measures, guaranteed
tribals right to reclaim their land and
empowered officials to forcefully evict
the occupation of tribal land by others.
Eight years after his death in 1908, the
colonial government introduced the
Chotanagpur Tenancy Act (CNT). This
Act prohibited the transfer of tribal lands
to non-tribals and protected the
proprietary rights of the owners. The
Chotanagpur Tenancy Act of 1908,
which partially protected the rights of
tribals, is considered as an important
outcome of Birsa Munda’s fight. The
arduous fight of Birsa Munda against
British rule and its ramifications found
articulation in the larger context of our
struggle  for  independence  when
Surendranath Banerjee took up the issue

in the Legislative Council and many

other leading newspapers of the period
editorially supported its cause.
Conclusion:

Today our tribals, in all parts of our
country, are fighting for their inalienable
rights to land, forest resources and
cultural identity. In all such fights, we
find an echo of BirsaMunda’s strivings.
BirsaMunda awakened the masses and
fought against the predatory tendencies
in the name of modernization and the
oppressive Zamindari system that was
plagued the Adivasi lands in Jharkhand
and Bihar invoking the spirit of tribal
order characterized by simplicity, the
absence of tyranny, and living in
harmony with nature.More than a century
later, Munda’s legacy still lives on,
especially in Bihar, Jharkhand and parts
of Karnataka and Odisha. His
revolutionary work not only put an
effective dent in the British rule, it also
helped mobilise tribals. It is due to him
and many other such activists that tribals
in India have a fighting chance at
protecting their rights.Today our tribal
brothers and sisters are heroically
standing against the forces so-called
modernisation which runs antithetical to
their lifestyle, and understanding of
nature and culture. They resist the
alarming deterioration of environment as

they are the protectors and preservers of
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“Jal, Jungle and Jantu” and draw our
attention to the need for re-examining
our concepts of development and
progress. They underline the need for
truly sustainable development projects.
Since the days of our struggle for

Refrences:

independence, we have taken steps to
guarantee the rights of our tribal brothers
and sisters. Our Constitution, the
fundamental law of the land, stipulates

the provisions for their uplifiment.
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Birsa Munda: Reforming the Tribal Society

Introduction:
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawahar Lal

Nehru, Bhagat Singh, Lal Bahadur
Shastri- these are the few names which
often come to our mind when we think of
Indian freedom struggle. But there are
thousands of unsung heroes who have
been forgotten by history. One such
unsurpassed freedom fighter was Birsa
Munda who played a leading role in
fighting for the rights of tribal
community and astounded Britishers
with his daring moves and became their
hero. Born on 15 November 1875 in a
small Ulihatu village of Kunti district in
Jharkhand, he spent much of his
childhood moving from one village to
another with his parents. The movement
started by him in Chota Nagpur Plateau
made him a great personality of Indian
history of Independence Movement
(Singh 1983). Birsa not only fought the
battle against Britishers intelligently but
also supported the munda community
and helped abolish the feudal system that
plagued the Adivasi lands in Jharkhand
and Bihar. He guided his followers not to
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pay rent for their lands as they are free.
Birsa Munda’s achievements are known
to be more remarkable by the fact that he
came to acquire them before he was 25.
The state of Jharkhand was created on his
birth anniversary in 2000 due to impact
on national movement. He is the only
tribal leader whose portrait is displayed
in Parliament.

Birsa As A Reformer:

Birsa has been visualised as a
rebellion because he ensured the
protection of the Munda land rights. He
helped the people of his tribe and thus
reformed their lives by infusing the
principles of respect, love, support and
thus protecting the lands from outsiders.
He is still remembered in the form of
‘Teachings of Birsa’ by the tribal. His
teachings are an eye opener for all. This
Adivasi leader commanded a revolt at the
end of the 19th century against the dikus
(outsiders) popularly known as Birsa
Ulgulan  (tumult, rebellion).  The

movement targeted British officials,

zamindars, and missionaries. One of the
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immediate effects of the movement
emerged in the form of protectionary
legislation Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act
passed in 1908 and later played an
influential role in the making of
Jharkhand.

Birsa as a prophet:

In his urge to reform the tribal
society, he stressed on the importance of
prayer. He insisted his people to have
faith in god and observe a code of
conduct. Birsait, a new religion was
created by Birsa. The religion believed in
only one god. Due to his growing
influence on tribals, the Birsait soon
became popular religion among Mundas
and Orans. This proved to be a threat to
Christian  missionaries who  were
converting the tribals. He encouraged his
followers to get back to their tribal roots
and follow their traditions. For this he
was named as ‘Dharti Abba’ or ‘Father
of the Earth.’

Birsa as Tribal Warrior:

Birsa mobilised thousands of
tribal folks to form guerrilla armies to
protest against British Raj. As a result of
his efforts in 1890s feudal system, which
was introduced by the British in the
Adivasi forest land, came to an end.
Birsa was a political visionary who could
be exemplified through his attempts to

organise not only against the British Raj

but also against missionaries and the
Zamindars. He developed a political
vision through his vast experience of the
colonisers’ practices. Birsa began to
instil a political consciousness among his
followers. He also had to face jail more
frequently due to his activism.

In the contemporary social and
political landscape, the presence of Birsa
Munda in the form of the built
environment such as statue is indelible
and offers an exciting opportunity to
understand the new aesthetic turn
(Ranjan and Rahul 2020). His birth
anniversary, November 15, is still
celebrated by tribal people in Karnataka.
Official functions are conducted at his
Samadhi Sathal in the capital of
Jharkhand. It is difficult to encapsulate
the legacy he left behind. Many
organisations have been named after him
such as Birsa Munda Airport Ranchi,
Birsa Institute of Technology Sindri,
Birsa Munda Vanvasi Chattravas, Sidho
Kanho Birsha University, Purulia, and
Birsa Agricultural University. Birsa
converted to Christianity to join German
Mission School since it was compulsory
to convert to Christianity to join the
school and was renamed as Birsa David,
which he later changed to Birsa Daud.
Birsa Munda started to propagate the

principles of Hindu religion and advised
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converted tribal people to read their
original religious system thoroughly. He
became such an important figure that
tribal people used to seek his blessings
(Hoffman 2005).

Birsa as Father of Earth:

Birsa renounced Christianity and
left the German Mission School when he
realised the brutal behaviour of Britishers
towards Indians. He spent much time in
Jharkhand during the time period of 1886
and 1890 and was deeply hurt and started
agitation against British rule. Under this
influence he emphasized on worshipping
single God and encouraged the tribalism
to stay connected to their roots and
strictly follow their own traditions.
Unsung Hero Whose Story Must Be
Told:

Many states and parts in India are
not aware of the bravery and teachings of
this great freedom fighter but this tribal
hero has memorials, educational
institutes and airports with his name in
the Jharkhand state. Birsa Munda is a
subaltern personality who ensured that
we Indians have the ability to fight
against any type of tyranny. He was
having the ability of skilled leader with
feelings for masses and love for the
country. He was an ideal example of a
firm and rigid personality being loved by

all. Heroic deeds of Birsa have forced us

to think giant and enabled the masses to
promptly attack whenever they faced
cultural imperialism. Personalities like
him are not just meant to be seen as
idols, but more significantly, as ideals.
He has inspired thousands with his
respective communities and is an unsung
hero whose story must be told. His
contributions towards Indian Freedom
movement are unmatched and
remarkable in spite of struggling with
adverse circumstances of basic living.
Birsa addressed a magnificent
anti-British army and  militarised
thousands of tribal folks to form guerrilla
armies to attack the British Raj. When
his guerrilla army was battling with
British during Feb 1900, he got detained
in Jamkopai forest in Chakradharpur and
was declared dead on 9™June. Birsa died
of cholera in Ranchi jail when he was
caught on 3™ Feb 1900 but it is said that
he might have been killed by Britishers.
In such a short lifespan he changed the
mindset of tribal people and made them
battle ready and were fortified by their
rights and welfare (Ecka and Sunny
2016) and after a decade of his death the
British introduced the CNT Act (Chotta
Nagpur Tenancy) in which the tribal land
was not allowed to be transferred to non

tribals
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In the late 1890s, Munda set out
to eradicate the feudal system that the
British had announced in the Adivasi
forest land. The British invited migrants
from other states to come and take charge
of work on tribal land, while they
pocketed all the profits under this system.
This resulted in the land owners to left
behind bereft of land and other means of
living. His revolutionary work not only
put an effective dent in the British rule, it
also helped mobilise tribals. Munda was
ray of hope. He not only enlightened the
tribal lives but also became an idol of
tribal unity which still persists in them
even after his demise.

Conclusion:
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Birsa was not just struggling
against the British but also towards
ignorance in his community. He wanted
to get rid the Munda community of
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alcoholism. He worked for massive
changes in the land governance system
which was established by British Empire.
Birsa was the leader who stood by tribal
people and fought for their rights to their
lands. He always worked for the
upliftment of tribal community. Birsa
had in his short life raised a tribal
guerrilla army to fight the British,
achieving cult status in India. He used to

say- “Let the kingdom of the queen be

ended and our kingdom is established.”
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Contribution of the Birsa Munda to the Indian National Freedom

Introduction:

The advent of the British Colonial
Rule gave birth to the exploitative
apparatus in India. The destruction of the
age-old founded system and the
emergence of the new exploitative and
dominant system was the outcome of the
colonialism. Birsa Munda belongs to the
region of Chhota Nagpur. The region
falls under the Bengal Presidency in the
19th century during the British Colonial
Rule. The achievement of the Birsa
Munda may be divided into three
sections. He worked to shape the
religious, political and cultural mindsets
of his followers and prepared them for
Ulgulaan.

Religious views:

Birsa Munda took his early
education from Naga. Later on he
admitted to the German Mission School
where he had been converted to
Christianity. Due to poverty Birsa had to

move towards the maternal village

Struggle

Manoj Pralhad Bhagat

Asst. Professor in English
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and Science college
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Ayubhatu. There was dominance of the
Christian missionaries. He adopted
Christianity to get admission in the
German School. He was baptized as
Birsa David. After few years Birsa left
German Mission School and settled in
Chaibasa. He renounced polygamy and
emphasised the  monogamy. He
established Birsait order, a new religion
which emphasised the importance of the
faith in one God. The people belonging
to the Munda, oraon and Kkharias
expressed their gratitude by reverting to
Birsait. They called him as Dharti Abba.
The followers of Birsa renounced
Christianity and adopted Birsait. Birsa
opposed the superstition prevalent in
Adivasis. The tenets of the Birsait order
are very simple. He believes in one God.
He tries to destroy their superstition.
Political views:

The British Colonial Government
introduced The Forest Act 1882 which

deprived the tribals from their indigenous
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right over the forest. Birsa Munda was
Dharti Abba for the tribals. He
encouraged his fellows by giving a
slogan:
Abua Raj Seter Jana, Maharani Raj
Tundur Jana
(“Let the kingdom of the queen end and
our kingdom be established”)

He used to speak fearlessly before the
Christian Missionaries. He wanted to
save the rights of his people who were
deprived by the Landlords, British and by
Christian Missionaries. The Adivasis
selected him unanimously as their leader.
He was aware about the pitiable
condition of his fellowmen. The
exploitation and miseries of the Adivasis
compelled him to wage a war against the
Landlords and British. On one hand the
Landlords used to exploit them and on
the other hand the Christian Missionaries
were killing the rebellion spirit of the
Adivasis. He discouraged Adivasis from
converting in to Christianity. Birsa was
of the opinion that the forefathers of the
Adivasis had cleared the forest and
turned them into a cultivable land, but
the Landlords forcefully grabbed the land
and made them their slaves.
Social Views:

The Britishers had completely
changed the agrarian system of Adivasis

into a feudal state. They had also

replaced the tribals by giving their land
to the non tribals thereby depriving the
tribals from their right to cultivate land
and turning them into mere slaves.Birsa
Munda along with his tribals reacted
fiercely to the monstrous challenges of
agrarian and cultural crisis. He wanted to
save his people from the tyranny of the
landlords, the British Colonial Rule and
the Christian ~ Missionaries. He
considered himself as the prophet whose
sole duty had been to protect the dignity
and rights of the Mundas, Oraon and
Kharias. He convinced his tribals that the
reign of the Queen Victoria was over and
the Munda Raj had begun. His slogan of
indomitable spirit is remembered even
today in some parts of Odisha, Bihar,
West Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh. In
1896 he was sentenced two years
imprisonment for allegations of massacre
of tribals who didn't follow Birsait. After
his release from prison he tried to
establish his link with the temple in
Chutia. He was a major obstacle in
converting tribals into Christianity. The
Chalkad village had become a pilgrimage
for the poor Adivasis due to Birsa. He
became a Dharti Abba. The Munda
sardars were aware about the influence of
Birsa over Adivasis. They were also
exercising to organise people against the

British Colonial Rule but they could not
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succeed in their attempt. They considered
Birsa as the right person to unite
Adivasis against the British. They had
same object to save land and other rights
of the Adivasis. It is clear from their
demands that Birsa was aware about the
causes of their miserable conditions.
They were asking about the scrapping of
the dominancy of landlords and upper
castes. All types of exploitation must be
stopped. They should be given equal
treatment. There should not be any type
of dominace by landlords over the forest,
land and natural resources. The various
types of taxes over the land should be
eliminated and the financial exploitation
must be stopped.

References:

Conclusion:

The revolutionary movement and
the awareness campaign which was
initiated among the poor, exploited and
illiterate Adivasis by Birsa Munda had a
great impact on the life of tribals as well
as the British Colonial Government. His
contribution to the Indian national
independent movement has been
noteworthy. After 8 years of his martyr
the British Colonial Government
introduced Chotanagpur Tenancy Act
(CNT), which prohibits the transfer of
tribal land to non-tribals. He was the only
tribal leader whose portrait hangs in the

Indian Parliament Museum.
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Nationalism and the Impact of the Christian Missionaries on the Mundas
in the 19™ Century: The Story of Birsa Munda

Introduction:

The term nationalism may be
defined as a state of mind in which the
supreme loyalty of the individual is felt to
be due to the nation-state. It is a deep sense
of attachment to one’s native soil, to local
traditions and to established territorial
authority which has existed in varying
strength throughout history. (Kohn 9)
Long before the term nationalism came
into vogue, people from time immemorial
have been attached to their kin, culture and
tradition, to their homeland and local
territorial authorities. The tribals are called
the ‘sons of the soil’ or ‘Bhumijans’ as
they are attached to the land, just like the
serf of medieval times. They were
superstitious, polytheistic, worshippers of
nature. This paper aims to highlight the
fight of the tribals to secure their land
rights and the different groups, especially
the Christian missionaries, they
encountered in the course of that struggle
and the impact of Birsa Munda’s Ulgulan

on the people and administration.
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Socio-economic conditions and the
Christian missionaries in the 19
Century:

During the colonial rule,
interaction with the tribal was confined
to commercial activities with the later
assuming the sub-ordinate role of poor
tenants or share-croppers, producing
crops for the markets rather than for their
own subsistence. Primary education
came under the purview of the local
landlords who took “pride in setting up
schools on their estates but were careful
not to encourage too much literacy”
among the subaltern. High class tenants
were unwilling to serve among the
remote areas and qualified tribal, if any,
were not interested in promoting
education at all.

Between 1850 and 1900 India
was plagued by nearly twenty-four major
famines resulting in the death of millions
of individuals. Though the government
adopted various relief measures, they
proved to be ineffective. A “Famine

Relief and Insurance Fund” was set up
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with fifteen million rupees every year.
(Majumdar et al. 861) The government
spent large amounts of money for relief
work and were generously supported by
contributions from Christian charities,
both in India and abroad. Ironically, the
government  never  supported  the
missionaries in their medical missions
and the lack of funds during the

economic depressions caused many

missions to close down. (David 95)

Influence of the Christian missionaries
among the Tribals:

One of the primary reasons for
the tribal accepting Christianity was their
extreme  poverty and  economic
backwardness. The other reason was that
the caste-conscious Hindus did not
include the tribal into their society,
treated them as outsiders and exploited
them and their resources (David 126).
The condition of the scheduled castes
was better than that of the scheduled
tribes as they had their traditional
occupations. For the scheduled tribes,
agriculture was a newly acquired
occupation, which was still in its
rudimentary  form.  The  Christian
missionaries promoted a policy of
dependency and virtually became “...the
father and mother who, in the early

stages ...was expected to provide food,

clothing, jobs, education and medical
care.”  (Schermerhorn 189) Some
missionaries were critical of this aspect
as the tribal had not been taught to stand
on his own feet. The Hindu sahukars or
moneylenders also hesitated in advancing
loans to the tribal Christians. (Jain 81)
This is why perhaps the missionaries did
not spread their work in the compact
villages.

Exploitation of tribals at the hands of
jagirdars:

The Mundas and Oraons are the
earliest known settlers of Chota Nagpur.
Their descendants are known as the
Khuntkattidars. They initially migrated to
the Chotanagpur area in the 1% Century
AD (Roy 130) and were said to have
their own secular and religious head and
their own system of administration called
parha. The Mundas were a major tribe
and over the years, a foster son of a
Munda — Phani Mukut Roy — emerged as
the hereditary ruler over the Munda-
Oraon areas. The voluntary gifts of grain
and seasonal jungle produce presented to
the king soon became fixed tributes and
he even levied a certain rent from the
villages but the tribals were reluctant to
oblige. The king soon adopted Hindu
customs and traditions and invited other
Hindus to settle in his lands. Foreign

nobles and courtiers were granted village
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over-lordship in return for services and a
percentage of profits from the land.
These newly invested jagirdars soon
came  into conflict ~ with  the
khuntkattidars or original founders of the
villages and clearers of the forest, as they
tried to force the tribal s to give rent in
cash and kind, and their efforts were
resisted. The successive kings invited
outsiders of different ethnic groups to
force the tribal into submission and to
increase their clout in the country-side.
This led to agrarian troubles as some
jagirdars, discontent with small tributes
went ahead and appropriated lands of the
tribals and found new ways of exploiting
them, for eg., charging enhanced rents,
illegal exactions and withholding of
receipts.

Though Chota Nagpur came
under British control in 1765 and
effective administration was started in
1834. (Ekka 396) Miscommunication
enhanced the exploitation of the tribals at
the hands of the jagirdars. As the British
officials were misinformed about the
affairs of the tribal lands and their
original dwellers, wherever they rose in
rebellion they were presented as “lawless
savages and unscrupulous dacoits” by the
jagirdars and so they were suppressed
ruthlessly by the administration.
(Cuthbert 363-364) The immigrant

landlords or dikus took advantage of the
new set up to obtain ex-partee decrees to
legalise their proprietary rights over the
Munda and Oraon ancestral lands. In
1831-1832, the Mundas rose against the
outsiders- Pathans, Muslims and Sikh.
The British administration looked into
the matter and in 1834 the administration
was shifted to Chotanagpur plateau and a
jamindari police and court of justice was
established. In 1854, the administration
came under a commissioner and regular
civil, criminal and revenue courts ere
established. Unfortunately these courts
unintentionally aided the dikus and
helped them in destroying the rights of
the khuntkattidars. (Reid 81-83) The
“holders of land” were reduced to
“holders of plough.” (Roy 219 — 226)
The police soon joined hands with the
dikus in their demand for begari
(wageless labour). Thus exploitation of
the tribals increased to great heights
before the advent of the Christian
missionaries. They yearned for a leader
who would fight for them and take away
their misery. They were ready to follow
anyone and do anything that would
obtain relief.
Birsa Munda and the Christian
Missionaries:

Mundas once again rose in armed

rebellion under the leadership of Birsa
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Munda, who was considered by the
Mundas as “Dharti Baba” (or land
father). = The rebellion under Birsa
Munda in 1899-1900 came to be known
as Ulgulan or Great Tumult. (Sarkar 46)
Birsa’s father Sugna, his uncle Barakanu
Paul and younger brother had accepted
Christianity when they came in contact
with the German Gossner Mission.
According to the account of Bharmi
Munda and the Gossner Mission, Birsa
was born in July 1872, and baptised on
March 7, 1886 as Birsa David, which he
later changed to Daud. During his
formative years, he received some
education from the missionaries (47).
Disillusioned by the inadequacy of
Sardars to fight for their land rights,
made Birsa leave the Christian mission
and join the Catholic mission in 1890
hoping to achieve victory with their help,
but in vain. The Christian religion greatly
influenced his character and in his fight
for land alienation he was forced to leave
school. Soon he came under the influence
of the Vaishnava sect, which also had a
great impact on him. Between 1893 and
1894, he participated in a movement
preventing the Forest Department from
taking over village wastelands (47).

In 1895, he claimed to have seen
a vision of a supreme God, after which

he was endowed with miraculous healing

powers, which earned him the title of
“Birsa Bhagwan”. (47) He effectively
won over the Christian Mundas who saw
him as a prophet of a single God. He
gained many followers as he appealed to
their senses as a ‘charismatic leader’.
(Fuchs p. 28) Thousands flocked to hear
his prophecy, while the Sardars induced
agrarian and political overtones into the
initially religious movement. Fearing a
conspiracy, the administration jailed
Birsa from 1895 to 1897 but he returned
with renewed vigour. In February 1898,
Birsa gave his followers two tactical
options to choose from in wrestling for
the Munda kingdom - either the
“religious” or the “forcible” option. The
latter seemed more appealing to the
followers but it led to a disastrous defeat
(Singh 82-83). A series of nightly
meetings were held during 1898 — 1899,
in which Birsa urged his followers to kill
the Thikadars, Jagirdars, Rajas, Hakims
and Christians and promised “the guns
and bullets would turn to water” (Sarkar,
47). This announcement would have
definitely increased his stature as a leader
because he was asking his people to rebel
against  established authority. The
termination of the bad present was
ritually enacted at some of the large
gatherings of his people on the eve of

Ulgulan (Guha, 296).

44
January 2021

An Edited E-Book

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

On December 24" 1899, the
followers of Birsa — Birsaite - shot
arrows and tried to burn down churches
in the districts of Ranchi and Singhbhum.
(Sarkar 47) The police themselves soon
became the main targets leading to panic
in Ranchi. On January 9", 1900, the
Birsaites were defeated at Sail Rakab
Hill and Birsa was captured and
imprisoned. He died on June 9t 1900, in
prison while nearly 350 Birsaites were
put on trial, three were hanged and forty-
four deported. (47) The government then
ordered a definite survey of the land and
settlement of the country to be made. A
Jesuit missionary, J. B. Hoffmann was
asked by the British to draft the The
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act of 1908,
which prohibited further alienation of the
Munda ancestral lands. But by then
nearly 9/10™ of the Khuntkatti lands had
passed on to the dikus or aliens. (Ekka p
396) However, the survey and settlement
operations carried out between 1902 and
1910 and the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act
of 1908 did provide recognition of the
Khunkatti rights and it banned beth
begari. Impact of Birsa Munda and his
movement:

Birsa Munda’s movement has the
trappings of a messianic movement
(Fuchs p 28) for several reasons, namely:

there was a clash of more than one

culture and religion as the Munda kings
had adopted Hindu customs and
traditions, allowed moneylenders from
neighbouring kingdoms to collect rent,
thereby creating an atmosphere of
oppression; the coming of the
missionaries brought the aboriginals with
touch with another world altogether; then
came the British administration; the
aboriginals had been an intensely
dissatisfied lot due to the exploitation of
their land and resources by the dikus.
Birsa vehemently rejected the authority
of the dikus and termed all outsiders -
dikus, British and Christian missionaries
- as enemies of the people. He is looked
upon by his people, as a prophet who will
usher in a new era and large crowds
gather to have a darshan of Birsa
Bhagwan. (Chaudhari 9)

When Chotanagpur came under
the British rule, the problem of land
alienation and forced labour did not end,
nor did the British take any interest in
solving the problem. The Christian
missionaries did advocate the use of legal
means to fight the injustice in the Sardari
Larai but had to back out when the
government frowned upon their support.
It was at this time that Birsa Munda came
forth as a charismatic leader. There are
two distinct phases in his movement: the

first phase is from June 1894 — July
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1895, and, the second is from December
1899 — October 1900. In the first phases
it looks like a political movement with
smatterings of a religious movement. He
claimed to have seen God and the people
believed in his ‘vision” and prediction of
the coming of a ‘deluge’ which would
destroy everything, ‘would sweep away
government’ and obliterate all the old
institutions (Singh 8) and bring a change.
Biblical teachings and Munda creation
myths deeply influenced this prophecy.
He believed that the British Raj could
only be overthrown by the use of force.
(Chaudhari 19) At this point of time, it
was not an organised movement, though
Birsa was unwavering in his intentions.
The second phase witnessed a
change from the first by the presence of
an elaborate organisation. The followers
were divided into three groups:
Puranakas, Pracharakas, and Nanakas.
(Chaudhari 9) The Puranakas or ancients
were loyalists, hand-picked and closest to
Birsa. They were party to the decision
making processes in the 'mocturnal
meetings' held in Birsa's presence.
Pracharakas or preachers propagated
Birsa's messages relating to religious

'

revitalization.  Nanakas, or new
members; including recent recruits, 'were
armed as well as the others but they were

not party to any resolutions and

important decisions were handed down to
them. His leadership was furthered
boosted by the addition of the Sardari
Larai leaders into his movement. The
other factors affecting the movement
were the famines of 1896-1897 and the
famine of 1899-1900 and the outbreak of
the cholera epidemic, which eventually
took his life. The tribals believed that
natural disasters were ominous and
Birsa’s predictions seemed to be coming
true. They hoped to recover their ‘lost
kingdom’ and a time when there would
be ‘enough to eat, no famine, the people
will live together in love’. (Singh 193)
Religion provided them with courage and
hope for a better future and vigour to
fight against the oppression by alien
rulers. (Arnold 1982)

Though he had witnessed other
forms of resistance during his formative
years, starting with the Sardari Larai,
followed by the search for justice by
constitutional means, for Birsa too, the
use of force was the only way, to rid his
people and his land, from the hands of
the exploiters. The Ulgulan gave the
British the opportunity to further their
administration in the region and the
people of the area were encouraged to
acquire education and obtain jobs.
Though Birsa’s nationalist vision may

have been limited to the defence of his
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tribal homeland against the intruders,
nevertheless it was his attachment to his
soil that made him fight for his
homeland. The Ulgulan was not only
anti-colonial, it was anti-national too, as
the Mundas had rebelled against the
dikus, the moneylenders, the rajas, and
finally even the missionaries too. To this
extent the Christian missionaries were
successful in making the tribals
development — oriented and aware of

their rights and supported them in their

their various schools, the missionaries
inadvertently sowed the seed of
nationalism in the hearts of the tribal
people. (David 120). Thus, the tribals
were thus successful in winning some
degree of legal protection for their land
rights and Birsa Munda now remains as a
living memory, not only as an apostle of
a small religious sect and through the
folk songs but as the prophet of the
Jharkhand movement and a hero of the

extreme left.

struggle. By providing education through
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Impact of Birsa Munda on Indian Tribal Community- An Analysis

Historical background:

In 1895, a man named Birsa was
seen roaming the forests and villages of
Chottanagpur in Bihar. People said he
had miraculous powers — he could cure
all diseases and multiply grain. Birsa
himself declared that God had appointed
him to save his people from trouble, free
them from the slavery of dikus
(outsiders). Soon thousands began
following Birsa, believing that he was
bhagwan (God) and had come to solve all
their problems. Birsa was born in a
family of Mundas — a tribal group that
lived in Chottanagpur. But his followers
included other tribals of the region —
Santhals and Oraons. All of them in
different ways were unhappy with the
changes they were experiencing and the
problems they were facing under British
rule. Their familiar ways of life seemed
to be disappearing, their livelihoods were
under threat, and their religion appeared
to be in danger. What problems did Birsa
set out to resolve? Who were the
outsiders being referred to as dikus, and

how did they enslave the people of the
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region? What was happening to the tribal
people under the British? How did their
lives change? These are some of the
questions you will read about in this
chapter. You have read about tribal
societies last year. Most tribes had
customs and rituals that were very
different from those laid down by
Brahmans. These societies also did not
have the sharp social divisions that were
characteristic of caste societies. All those
who belonged to the same tribe thought
of themselves as sharing common ties of
kinship. However, this did not mean that
there were no social and economic
differences within tribes.
Birsa Munda:

Birsa was born in the mid-1870s.
The son of a poor father, he grew up
around the forests of Bohonda, grazing
sheep, playing the flute, and dancing in
the local akhara. Forced by poverty, his
father had to move from place to place
looking for work. Birsa Munda was an
Indian tribal leader who had a huge role
to play in the Indian freedom struggle.

He was a much celebrated folk hero
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belonging to the Munda tribe(of present
day Jharkhand). He is responsible for
spearheading a tribal movement in the
late 19th century during the British raj,
this made him an iconic figure of the
Indian freedom movement. The revolt
that  Munda  spearheaded  mainly
concentrated in the Munda belt of Tamar,
Khunti, Sarwada and Bangaon. He is best
known as a folk hero who gave the
British sleepless nights. He truly was a
tribal revolutionary who managed to
even scare off the British colonialists. He
was a tribal leader belonging to the Chota
Nagpur plateau of Jharkhand. He was a
truly fearless and committed leader. He
died at the age of 25 in the custody of the
British authorities in the Central Jail of
Ranchi. As a child Munda went to a
missionary school for a brief period of
time before he finally quit.

It was on the advice of his teacher
that Birsa converted to Christianity.
Conversion alone would allow him entry
into the German Mission School, an idea
that was to profoundly impact him later
in life. Munda began to get more and
more aware about the missionary zeal of
converting the tribal population of India
into Christianity and to protest against
this forceful conversion Munda started

the faith of ‘Birsait.’

Many members of the Munda and
the Oraon tribal communities began
joining the Birsait faith and it posed a
major challenge to the British mission for
conversion of tribals into Christianity.
Some of the most important and
significant years, that casted a deep
impression on Munda’s vision, were
spent in the Chaibasa town of modern
day Jharkhand. He was close to the heart
of the Sardars agitation, the lesson that
young Birsa Munda learnt from his
engagement there was that the British
wanted to overrun the local tribal
communities through a combination of
government sponsored exploitation and
missionary work.

As a result of this realisation, in
1890 Birsa Munda quit the German
Mission School, ceased being a Christian
and returned back to his original tribal
faith. After he left Chaibasa in 1890,
Birsa Munda fully dedicated himself to
the struggle against British colonialism.
What Munda also noticed was the fact
that the colonialists were successfully
destroying the tribal way of life
especially of the Santhal and the Munda
communities by introducing structures
for rent payment for the land and began
taxing the produce.

Impact of Birsa Munda:
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Ironically, most local zamindars agreed
to become party to the exploitation of the
local tribes and this further contributed to
their exploitation. Most landless tribals
became helpless bonded labourers. Birsa
Munda responded to the gross
exploitation of his people, Birsa and his
followers started the “Ulgulam” (The
Great Tumult) or the great rebellion
against the British colonialists. The
movement’s main aim was to reassert the
rights of the tribal community as the real
owners of the soil and the expulsion of
both the British colonialists as well as the
selfish zamindars. The movement was
marked by a series of guerrilla attacks on
the British, killing many of the British
police officers. Birsa Munda asserted that
forest produce duly belonged to the
Adivasis and that is why in 1894, Birsa
mobilised his people for a remission of
forest dues that the local zamindars
collected. This mobilisation brought
together other trips such as the Oraon,
the Munda and Kharias on a single
platform. Munda encouraged all those
taking part in the rebellion to boycott and
not cooperate with either the British or
the zamindars in any manner. He was
imprisoned for two years at the
Hazaribagh  Central Jail for the

mobilisations that he created.

Post his release. = Munda
committed himself even more to the
cause of Indian freedom. It was in
August 1897 that Munda organised 400
of his men, all armed with bows and
arrows and they together attached the
Khunti police station. In 1898, the
Mundas faced a British force that they
first defeated. Later the British
imprisoned many men and women of the
Munda tribe. Birsa Munda did not just
limit his struggle to the British but also
sought to fight the dark cloud of
ignorance amongst his own community.
He worked extensively to free the Munda
community from religious superstition,
alcoholism and animal sacrifice. He
asserted the importance of knowing and
feeling proud of one’s own roots, while
simultaneously trying to fight internal
darkness. He tried to inspire his followers
to understand the importance of owning
one’s land and asserting a voice for their
own dignity. The mighty British empire
could not afford to turn a blind eye to
Munda and responded to his rebellion by
increasing the extent and degree of its
exploitative and unjust practices. Birsa
Munda was imprisoned in 1990 and
experienced extensive brutal torture,
Birsa passed away on June 9,1990.
British authorities claimed that he died of
Cholera but the truth is that he
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succumbed to his injuries. It was as a
result of Birsa Munda’s relentless fight
that the British were compelled to pass
the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, which
restricted the sale of land belonging to
the Adivasis to non-Adivasi clients.

It is impossible for us to put into
words or even imagine the magnanimity
of the contributions made by Birsa
Munda. The state of Jharkhand was born
on his birthday, November 15. It is ironic
that even after independence and decades
after his death, the plight of the tribal
community in India is replete with stories
of exploitation and anguish, pain and
injustice. Birsa Munda was an example
of immense courage and visionary zeal,
his determination to fight against the
British to restore the dignity of the tribal
people continues to remind us of the
failure of the post-independent Indian
nation-state.

Forest laws and their impact:

The life of tribal groups, as you
have seen, was directly connected to the
forest. So changes in forest laws had a
considerable effect on tribal lives. The
British extended their control over all
forests and declared that forests were
state property. Some forests were
classified as Reserved Forests for they
produced timber which the British

wanted. In these forests people were not

allowed to move freely, practise jhum
cultivation, collect fruits, or hunt
animals. How were jhum cultivators to
survive in such a situation? Many were
therefore forced to move to other areas in
search of work and livelihood. But once
the British stopped the tribal people from
living inside forests, they faced a
problem. From where would the Forest
Department get its labour to cut trees for
railway sleepers and to transport logs?

Colonial officials came up with a
solution. They decided that they would
give jhum cultivators small patches of
land in the forests and allow them to
cultivate these on the condition that those
who lived in the villages would have to
provide labour to the Forest Department
and look after the forests. So in many
regions the Forest Department
established forest villages to ensure a
regular supply of cheap labour many
tribal groups reacted against the colonial
forest laws. They disobeyed the new
rules, continued with practices that were
declared illegal, and at times rose in open
rebellion. Such was the revolt of
Songram Sangma in 1906 in Assam, and
the forest Satyagraha of the 1930s in the
Central Provinces.
The problem with trade:

During the nineteenth century,

tribal groups found that traders and
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moneylenders were coming into the
forests more often, wanting to buy forest
produce, offering cash loans, and asking
them to work for wages. It took tribal
groups some time to understand the
consequences of what was happening.
Let us consider the case of the silk
growers. In the eighteenth century,
Indian silk was in demand in European
markets.

The fine quality of Indian silk
was highly valued and exports from India
increased rapidly. As the market
expanded, East India Company officials
tried to encourage silk production to
meet the growing demand. Hazaribagh,
in present-day Jharkhand, was an area
where the Santhals reared cocoons. The
traders dealing in silk sent in their agents
who gave loans to the tribal people and
collected the cocoons. The growers were
paid Rs 3 to Rs 4 for a thousand cocoons.
These were then exported to Burdwan or
Gaya where they were sold at five times
the price. The middlemen — so called
because they arranged deals between the
exporters and silk growers — made huge
profits. The silk growers earned very

little. Understandably, many tribal

Reference:
1. https://brainly.in/question/3088308

groups saw the market and the traders as
their main enemies.
The search for work:

The plight of the tribals who had
to go far away from their homes in
search of work was even worse. From the
late nineteenth century, tea plantations
started coming up and mining became an
important  industry.  Tribals  were
recruited in large numbers to work the
tea plantations of Assam and the coal
mines of Jharkhand. They were recruited
through contractors who paid them
miserably low wages, and prevented
them from returning home.

Conclusion:

The political aimed of the Birsa
movement was to drive away
missionaries, moneylenders, traders,
Hindu landlords and the government.
The main impact it forced the colonial
government to introduce laws so that the
land of the tribals could not be easily
taken away by the dikus. Second it
showed once again that the tribal people
had the capacity to protest against
injustice and express their anger against
colonial rule. They did this in their own
way, inventing their own rituals and

symbols of struggle.
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Legendary Birsa Munda

Introduction:

Every rebellion gives birth to a
revolution, and it creates history and
teaches a lesson to the oppressor. The
freedom movement of India gives birth
to many revolutionaries who fought
against British raj and their system to get
freedom. One such revolution takes place
in Jharkhand. As Mahashwetha Devi
writes in preface to her novel rights of
the forest about the legendary of Birsa
munda as: “Birsa Munda’s rebellion and
revolution is not only against on the
colonialism and their exploitation but
also on the Dikus and missionaries who
oppressed tribal people”. The tribals of
chotanagpur have long history of
resistance and revolt against the British
administration and non tribals like
Zamindars, thikadars, and Jagirdars. The
rebellion of tribals starts when the British
raj and dikus started to impose strict rules
on the tribals socially, economically,
politically. The introduction of landlord
system is the beginning of tribal conflict
and struggle in the tribal regions. The
tribals revolt against the social and
administrative system of foreign rulers

and the rebellion and revolution took
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place when the Dikus started to encroach
the tribals land, forest and economic
resources under their control. At this time
Birsa Munda takes the initiative to rebel
against the atrocities of British raj and
Dikus. He started Munda movement and
fights for his people’s rights and became
Bhagvan of the drowntrodden.

Birsa’s Ulgulan:

When Christian missionaries fails
to keep the promise that is the economic
liberation from zamindars and colonial
authorities who imposed heavy tax on
farmers, Due to the drought hit on the
plateau of Chotanagpur, the people living
in that region faces economic problems.
The Munda rebellion starts mainly
because of the desire for economic
liberation from the zamindars and British
rule. Birsa Munda led the movement
against the dikus and British rule. Birsa
witnessed the strenghth of sardari
movement which worked to restore the
adivasis rights through petitions and
disposition to authorities. Emerging tribal
issues made impact on Birsa’s mind to
fight for them. He takes the initiative to
fight for Adivasis and their freedom from

colonial authorities, thekedars and
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zamindars crushed the life of Advasis for
their benefits. They treated Adivasis as
savages, animals and criticises their
traditions and customs it raises the anger
in Birsa and he takes the leadership
methods for Adivasis cause.

Stages of Birsas Ulgulan:

During the 1890s Birsa started to
speak with his people about the injustice
and exploitation done by British. His
movement was initially agrarian in 1895,
due to encroachment of Munda land by
the immigrant landlords and also
allurement of Munda labourers to the tea
estates of Assam and Bengal, Birsa
started preaching against the outsiders
and displayed unique mix of secular and
religious motivation. The first uprising of
1895 was not very militant, but the
second one in 1899-1900 took the region
by storm. The movement was basically
agrarian and defensive and through this,
Birsa sought to redress the problems
faced by the people ofthe region. Birsa
opposed both, the missionaries and the
government and promised the
establishment of an independent ‘Munda
Raj” in which there would be no
oppressive officials, "diku’ or the
missionaries. The millenarian character is
significant of the Munda Rebellion. Birsa

clearly was a great freedom fighter who
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fought to drive away the British, the
missionaries and the zamindars.

Birsa also started his own religion
and proclaimed he was god’s messenger.
Many Mundas, Kharias and Oraons
accepted him as their leader. Many other
Hindus and Muslims also flocked to see
the new leader of the masses. Birsa
advocated the tribal people to shun the
missionaries and revert to their
traditional ways. He also asked people
not to pay taxes. He was arrested in 1895
and released after two years.

In 1899, he resumed his armed
struggle along with the people. He razed
police stations, government property,
churches and houses of Zamindars. The
British caught him in 1900 from
Jamkopai forest, Chakradharpur. Birsa
Munda died on June 9™ 1900 while
lodged at the Ranchi jail aged just 25.
Authorities claimed he died of cholera
although this is doubted.
Conclusion:

Situations, environment,
necessities, makes a man to take the
leadership to lead the people who are not
able to find the right path, Birsa was one
among the leaders who for the people
sake became a messanger of god to give
justice to the innocent people . Birsa
Munda's legacy is still alive and tribal

peoples of Karnataka and Jharkhand
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celebrate his birth anniversary on
November 15. Many institutions and
organizations are named after him.
Mahasweta Devi wrote a novel 'Aranyer
Adhikar' on the life of Birsa Munda and
his rebellion against British Raj. The
novel won her the Sahitya Akademi
Award for Bengali in 1979. His portrait
hangs in the Indian parliament museum.
He is the only tribal to have been so

Works cited

honored. On the occasion of unveiling of
the statue of Birsa Munda the president
R.K. Narayan on 28 august 1998 says,
“Birsa is national recognition of the role
of tribals in the freedom struggle and of
the

identity and their rich traditional culture

importance of preserving their
while improving their living conditions
and integrating them emotionally into the

mainstream of national life.”
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Atrocities against Tribals and Birsa Munda’s Ulgulan

Introduction:

The colonial India, in the late 19"
century, witnessed a massive upsurge in
resistance movements led by the
indigenous people (Adivasi) in the
eastern part of the country. These
movements led by the young tribal
freedom fighter Birsa Munda, happened
against the backdrop of a history of
exploitation and land alienation. With the
advent of British administration, the
existing system of feudal landlordism,
which was generative of apathy for the
‘aboriginal inhabitants’ in the area was
further entrenched by the legal-political
edifice established by the empire. These
laws brought about massive changes to
the existing system of land governance.
The new laws came after an imperial
legal framework that worked on
individual ownership and rights. The
changes laid down in law, impacted the
traditional system that had survived
through collective ownership and oral
history. These changes disrupted the
harmony that had been sustained for
generations. The systematic violence

against the adivasis witnessed by the
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Munda adivasi and Birsa Munda
mobilized the tribal community and rose
against the British, missionaries and the
zamindars (landlords).

Attack on tribal culture:

The British agrarian policies
caused a huge disruption which made a
drastic impact on the livelithood of these
trial people; disrupting their usual way of
life which was hitherto peaceful and in
tune with nature. Not only British
economic and political policies but also
aggressive religious and cultural policies
of the Christian missionaries which
belittled the tribal people and their
culture acted as fuel for their fight
against the British. The Munda Tribe had
followed the Khunkhatti system of joint
landholding, while the British replaced
this with the zamindari system, through
which the entry for the outsiders to the
tribal areas was permitted and it aided to
the exploitation of the native tribals. The
Munda adivasis, who were the
landowners, were soon reduced to forced
laborers. It resulted soon into more
impoverishment and deprivation of the

tribals.
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As a reaction to the introduction
of the zamindari system or the permanent
settlement of the outsiders in tribal areas,
Birsa Munda in 1894 declared ‘Ulgulan’
or revolt against the British and the
Dikus- the outsiders. He awakened and
collected the masses against the British
atrocities. He travelled to every village to
raise the consciousness of the people
declaring an end to Victorian rule and
proclaimed the beginning of Munda rule.
Due to awakening of an effective
movement, peope stopped paying debts
to moneylenders and taxes to the British.
The British forces put all their might to
suppress the revolt and attacked heavily
on Munda guerrillas.

For Indians, freedom from the
Britishers was an eminently desirable
outcome, but what about freedom from
social and economic exploitation. Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar was the prominent
personality who raised voice against this
exploitation and fought for the
betterment of the downtrodden people of
India. Long before the arrival of
Mahatma Gandhi and Bhagat Singh on
the scene and their presence in the
freedom struggle, there was Birsa
Munda, a tribal revolutionary who
frightened the British colonialists.

The land-hungry non-tribal

peasants and keen-eyed traders and

merchants began to disintegrate the tribal
regions. This intrusion of the non-tribal
people into the tribal regions was
accelerated by the establishment and
consolidation of the British
administration. It led the tribals towards
the series of uprisings to throw out the
intruders from their homeland. This was
the period where a new class of middle
men between administration and the
people and between chiefs and their
people came into existence. These were
recognised as traders, merchants,
moneylenders and thikadars. The new
comers were called as Dikus, the
outsiders; the creatures of colonial
system.

The breakdown of the Mundari
agrarian shook the old society to its
roots. For the first time in the history of
the tribe brutal elements thrived and
multiplied. Due to which the peace and
homogeneity of the village was gone, the
old way of life was replaced by a new
order. The value system, the ties of the
village tribal family loosened. The
Munda institutions of the Parha and
panchayat decayed and the Dikus
replaced the leaders of the old village
hierarchy. The century’s long system of
beliefs, traditions and customs, the way
of livelihood, the bond of togetherness

was vanished. The tribals were evicted
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by brutal forces and the newcomers took
possession of the tribal bhumihari lands.
The worst casualty happened to the
moral sense of the tribes, their
truthfulness, honesty and simplicity. A
few of the Mundas in sheer confusion
adopted the same means of deception and
venality as those employed by the aliens
to destroy their agrarian system.
The Rise of Birsa:

Even though Birsa lived for just
25 years, he is one legend who has made
a long-standing impact on India’s fight
against the British. Birssa Muda
spearheaded on Indian tribal mass
movement that arose in the tribal belt of
modern Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh in the
late 19" century during the British Raj.
He inspired various tribes who accepted
him as their leader. He understood the
nature of exploitation by the British
against the native tribals. Birsa Munda
became the tribal folk hero who gave the
British sleepless nights. The movement
of the adivasis was for their right for the
soil because they were the real owners of
the soil. Responding to the gross
exploitation of his people, Birsa and his
band of loyal followers began ‘Ulgulan’
against the British and the zamindars.
They used the method of guerrilla style

attacks on the British. It was in October

1894, when Birsa mobilized a protest
march for remission of forest dues that
the local zamindars collected. Birsa was
imprisoned for two years for his actions.

Birsa Munda is known as ‘Dharti
Aba’; the earth father, he stressed on the
need of the tribals to study their own
religion and not forget their cultural
roots. Though he lived a short span of
life, Birsa Munda is known to have
mobilized the tribal community against
the British. The aim and scope of the
movement were driven by the discontent
of adivais, who experienced historical
injustices encompassing a wide range of
exploitation manifesting in the form of
land alienation as a result of English
laws. The Birsa Ulgulan cannot be
studied as a singular and isolated
moment in the history of colonial India,
but rather more powerfully as a metaphor
and symbol of resistance that offers an
alternative political vision.

Though Birsa was a Christian
convert born into a poor adivasi family in
1875, later on he renounced Christianity
and the missionary school because it
belittled the Munda culture. Birsa also
appropriated  saintly  qualities and
eulogized practices directed towards
moral disciplining including the ban on
alcohol consumption. His political

visions were shaped by his vast
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experience of the colonizers’ practices,
including acts of belittling the Munda
culture in missionary schools, or the legal
through

alienation of adivasis

Eurocentric notions of

property
legislation. He began to ingrain political
consciousness among his followers; he
had to face jail more frequently due to
his activism. He finally gave a clarion
call for the Ulgulan towards the end of
1897 and revolted fearlessly against the
empire. His Ulgulan became an
antecedent for the political grammar of
struggles both within the communities
and later for political parties. Birsa
Ulgulan should be studied with vigor as a
metaphor and symbol of resistance that
offers an alternative political vision.

India belongs to the tribals.
Tribals never welcomed invaders nor
accepted slavery. Due to the cruelty
exploitation of the tribal, their natural
wealth and social culture are being
vanished. The study of Birsa Munda’s

rebel portrays a unique tribal movement
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Reflection of Ulgulan

Among all the freedom fighters
who had sacrificed their lives for nation
and fought against British rule in India,
one such pioneering freedom fighter was
Birsa Munda. He was an Indian tribal
freedom fighter, religious leader and folk
hero who belonged to the Munda tribe.
He not only fought the British, but also
championed the rights of tribal rights.
Born on November 15, 1875, Birsa spent
much of his childhood moving from one
village to another with his parents. He
received his early education at Salga
under the guidance of his teacher Jaipal
Nag. On the recommendation of Jaipal
Nag, Birsa converted to Christianity in
order to join the German Mission School.
He, however, opted out of the school
after a few years. He could live a short
span of life. He died in Ranchi jail on
June 9, 1900 at a young age of 25.
Though he lived a short span of life,
Birsa Munda is known to have mobilised
the tribal community against the British
and had also forced the colonial officials
to introduce laws protecting the land
rights of the tribals. Birsa's achievement

as a young tribal revolutionary has
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continued to be celebrated over decades
now and he has successfully carved out a
space for himself in popular and folk
literature, academia and mass media.

Birsa Munda was a freedom
fighter, a religious leader, and a folk
hero. Born on a Thursday he was named
after that day according to the then
prevalent Munda custom. He fought for
the rights of the tribal community.
Munda set out to abolish the feudal
system that the British had introduced in
the Adivasi forest land. He fought for the
rights of his people, his land, and their
rights on their land. ‘Dharti Abba' or the
Father of the earth was the Nickname of
Birsa Munda. He is the God for the tribal
communities like the Mundas, Oraons,
and Kharias. He went on to create a new
religion called Birsait, which worshipped
only one God.

The impact of Christianity was
felt in the way he came to relate to
religion later. Having gained awareness
of the British colonial ruler and the
efforts of the missionaries to convert
tribes to Christianity, Birsa started the

faith of 'Birsait’. Soon members of the
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Munda and Oraon community started
joining the Birsait sect and it turned into
a challenge to British conversion
activities. Birsa Munda is one legend
who has made a long standing impact on
India's fight against the British. He
spearheaded an Indian tribal mass
movement that arose in the tribal belt of
modern Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh in the
late 19" century during the British Raj.
Munda is one of the most important faces
of Indian tribal movements against the
British, who inspired various tribes not
only Mundas but also Kharias and
Oraons, who accepted him as their
leader.

During the late 1880s, Munda
began to understand the nature of
exploitation meted out by the British
against the native tribes. The huge
disruption caused by British agrarian
policies made an impact on the
livelihood of these tribal people,
disrupting their usual way of life which
was hitherto peaceful and in tune with
nature. Not only British economic and
political policies of the Christian
missionaries which belittled the tribal
people and their culture acted as fuel for
their fight against the British.

During the period 1886 to 1890,

Birsa Munda spent a long period of time

in Chaibasa which was close to the center
of the Sardars agitation. The Mundas,
who were once the landowners, were
soon reduced to forced labourers. As a
reaction to the introduction of the
Zamindari  system or  permanent
settlement in tribal areas, Birsa Munda in
1894 declared “Ulgulan” or revolt
against the British and the Dikus - the
outsiders. He was soon known as Birsa
Bhagban in these areas and a huge
number of tribals began to follow
Munda. In 1894, Birsa also started his
own religion and proclaimed he was
God's messenger. With the advent of a
new religious order, Munda began
awaking masses against the British
atrocities. Not only the tribals but also
many other Hindus and Muslims also
flocked to see the new leader of the
masses. When Munda decided to start his
own religion, the Britishers and Christian
missionaries became terrible.  The
Christian missionaries were unnerved as
Birsa was becoming the stumbling block
in the path of conversion. Birsa was
arrested in 1895 and released after two
years. After his release in 1897, Munda
picked up the movement by reorganising
the tribals. Munda went underground and
sowed the seeds of revolt against British

and landlords.
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On December 24, 1899, Munda
launched an attack on police stations and
churches, killing few policemen. The
energised tribes had spread to almost the
entire Chotanagpur region. Birsa called
for a decisive war against the British.
The British forces put all their might to
suppress the revolt and killed hundreds
of people. Birsa had to escape to the hills
of Singhbhum. On February 3, 1900,
Birsa Munda was finally caught by the
British from Jamkopai forest,
Chakradharpur. Birsa Munda died on
June 9, 1900 at the Ranchi jail aged just
25. Authorities claimed he died of
cholera although this is doubted. For
Indians the phrase 'freedom struggle'
refers to their long struggle for
Independence against British colonial
rule. This was a movement which
brought together Indians of many hues
on one common platform. A few decades
before Mahatma Gandhi and Bhagat
Singh made their presence felt in the
freedom struggle, there was Birsa
Munda, a tribal revolutionary who
frightened the British colonialists. Birsa
Munda remains relevant for indigenous
identity around the world. He was an
indigenous leader and a folk hero,
belonging to the Munda tribe who was
behind the Millenarian movement that

arose in Jharkhand during the British Ra;.

This made him an important figure in the
history of the Indian independence
movement. Birsa Munda is named with
great respect as one of the freedom
fighters in the Indian struggle for
independence against British
colonialism. Birsa's devotion to his
people was such that he was almost
revered as God by his followers.

Some of the objectives of Birsa
Munda's “Ulgulan” revolt were realised
later after his death as the Britishers
enacted Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, 1908.
The landmark act was an important piece
of legislation for the tribal population of
Jharkhand as it restricted the transfer of
tribal land to non-tribals.The British
government also recognised “Khuntkatti”
rights of the tribals and also banned 'Beth
begari' or forced labour. Birsa Munda is
remembered by the masses as one of the
greatest tribal icons of the country. The
history of tribal communities in India
post independence is replete with stories
of exploitation and denial of access to
basic amenities. Birsa Munda was an
exceptional freedom fighter who took on
the British. However, he entered this
protracted battle so that the Mundas and
other Adivasi communities could reclaim
ownership of not just their resources but

their way of life.
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Birsa Munda and His Political Legacy

Introduction:

Birsa Munda, Adivasi leader
(Indigenous people) led a rebellion at the
end of the 19th century against the dikus
(outsiders)  popularly  known  as
Birsa Ulgulan (tumult, rebellion).
Despite the fact that the part of Birsa
Munda has been original in advocating
the Adivasi cause, his political
developments and heritage have been
twisted, as other noticeable Indian
chronicled figures, including B R
Ambedkar and M K Gandhi. Regardless
of distortions, Birsa Munda and his
governmental issues keep on motivating
Adivasis as well as Dalits and other
underestimated segments in their quest
for achieving social equity. This article
highlights on Birsa Munda and his
political legacy.

From Obscurity to Fame:

The early distributions on Birsa
Munda have invigorated researchers to
complete an itemized work around his
life and political development. The life
and political developments of Adivasi

political dissidents have been commonly
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disregarded by scholastics and essayists.
For example, Chakra Bisoyi of Kondh
revolt (1850), Sidhu and Kanhu of the
Santhal revolt (1855-56), Thammandora
of Rampa disobedience (1879-80), Bantu
Parja and Syamnath Dhakad of Bastar
resistance or Bhumkal, Jatra Uraon of
Tana Bhagat development (1914-21),
Rani Guidinliu of Naga revolt (1932)
have been dismissed by scholastics.

In the tremendous corpus of works
on India's opportunity battle, including
voluminous Towards Freedom (1937-47)
distributions by the Indian Council of
Historical Research, antiquarians
infrequently minded to manage the topic
of Adivasi political dissidents. In spite of
such a situation, Birsa has risen as a
special among the parcel of Adivasi
political dissidents. After the autonomy,
the Government of Bihar distributed a
book named the History of the Freedom
Movement in Bihar (1957) and
remembered a section for Birsa by
antiquarian Kalikinkar Datta, who had

prior distributed a book on Santhal
resistance (1940). The part is, maybe, the
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principal scholarly composition on Birsa
Munda. Despite the fact that Datta bound
Birsa to 10 pages in a huge book of 640
pages, in any case, it fed research
enthusiasm regarding the matter. At that
point, Bihar Tribal Research Institute
embraced a venture on the life of Birsa
prompting the distribution of Life and
Times of Birsa Bhagwan by S P Sinha
(1964). Simultaneously, a youthful
government employee, K Suresh Singh
distributed his account in 1966. From
that point forward enthusiasm around his
life and social developments have
developed broadly. It is no distortion
except for Birsa is presently a very much
examined subject in sociology diaries
and other fora.

The academic direction on Birsa
has been essential. At first, researchers
like Datta and Sinha endeavored to
dovetail Birsa's function to the standard
patriot arousing. The thought was to top
off the hole regarding support of
Adivasis in the opportunity battle, which
had been disregarded hitherto. From
reference section treatment, the subject
has formed into a considerable point to
loan substance to driving speculations on
the planet historiography. Notable
researchers Michael Adas (1979) and
Ranajit Guha (1999) have refered to
Birsa Munda to fabricate the hypothesis

of millenarianism and inferior school
individually. The developing significance
for Birsa Munda in academic work has
likewise given subject material to well
known writing and film. It has propelled
the distribution of well known books by
the National Book Trust and the
distributions division of the association
government. In 1977, Sahitya Akademi
Award-winning novel Aranyer Adhikar
(in Bengali, and it was later converted
into Hindi as Jangal Ke Davedar), fixated
on the life of Birsa Munda, was created
by recognized essayist Mahasweta Devi.
The epic depends on the verifiable record
brought to the front by Suresh Singh.
Movie producers have not falled behind
either. A couple of good narratives have
given true to life articulation to Brisa's
life and social developments. Some
remarkable narratives are: ‘Birsa Munda’
by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (2016),
‘Birsa  Munda: The Real Hero’ by
Doordarshan (2018) and ‘Birsa Munda’
by Prasar Bharati Archives (2019).
Oddity of Popularity:

As the collection of scholarly,
abstract, and masterful works
underscored his job, the country
perceived Birsa Munda as an
unmistakable political dissident. As an
uncommon badge of honor, Birsa has

been supplied with two commemorations

67
January 2021

An Edited E-Book

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

in Parliament: a 14-feet sculpture in the
Parliament perplexing and a
representation inside the Parliament
building. Another eminent recognition
for Birsa has been the decision of 15
November 2000 by the Government of
India matching with his introduction to
the world commemoration as the
delegated day for the arrangement of the
territory of Jharkhand. The thought has
been to maintain the soul of Birsa to
ensure Adivasis, in whose intrigue the
new state appeared, and to pass on the
administration's purpose of proceeding
with the equivalent. Other than these,
dedicatory landmarks have been raised at
Birsa's origin, Ulihatu town. A lot more
landmarks of Birsa and different methods
of celebrating him have since followed.
Plans are  forthcoming by the
Government of Jharkhand to introduce
his huge sculpture at the old Birsa Munda
Jail in Ranchi where he kicked the
bucket.

Birsa Munda is half-comprehended,
and on occasion, even misconstrued. A
Yale University study ventures Birsa as a
simple blackmailer in the clothing of
battling for agrarian rights for Adivasi
laborers, and neither an enemy of
colonialist nor a patriot (Chandra 2016).
A London University study echoes the

equivalent to see Birsa's revolt “not [as]

an enemy of provincial defiance of the
ancestral political dissidents as such.”
(Shah 2014) Another arrangement of
compositions, particularly by Christian
evangelists and their kind portray Birsa
as a juvenile "aficionado" and an
adventurist with drifting thoughts; his
initiative is said to epitomize "overstated
and misshaped articulation" of Adivasi
mindfulness (Anonymous 1911: 545;
O'Connor 1901). Ultimately, Birsa has
been depicted as a partisan—supportive
of Hindu and hostile to Christian—rather
than driving different Adivasi masses.
That Birsa formulated his own religion to
be utilized as an activating power
without subverting the faithfulness of his
supporters from different beliefs has
likewise been overlooked (Tiru 1949;
Hoftman and Emelen 2015: 570).

The analysis against Birsa from
colonialists and ministers is reasonable.
Birsa, all things considered, suddenly
rose as a wild foe on their way. Indeed,
even his depiction as Hindu is possible.
The mid-twentieth century mainstream
patriotism clearly saw Adivasis as "in
reverse Hindus" (Ghurye 1943). Oddly,
the misinterpretation on Birsa has even
forayed  into  advance  scholarly
information since. This is on the grounds

that current grant does not have the

fearlessness to liberate itself from the
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romanticisation of Adivasi as "crude"
continually tending to fall back on the
foreordained ways of savagery or
millenarianism  when put in an
emergency, best portrayed by Birsa's
uprising.  This  disorder  restrains
researchers to recognize a working tough
mind behind Adivasis' political activities
(Bara 2009). To peruse such mind,

"

researchers need to enjoy the 're-
perusing [of] the frontier document" than
all the while putting forth an attempt to
investigate elective sources (Chandra
2016: 2).

The desolation of grant to liberate
itself from assumptions lets old thoughts
on Birsa to get story. In the ongoing
years, especially since the arrangement
of the territory of Jharkhand in 2000, as
the political utilization of Birsa's name
has flourished, it has gotten sufficiently
clear.

A portion of the previously
mentioned esteem for and analysis
against Birsa have been conjured for
hardliner political closures. For instance,
the dismissing of Birsa's endeavors for
the Adivasi cause, the applauding of the
"productive" part of Christians followers
and individual preachers, and the
establishment of Birsa's main adversary
Jesuit J B Hoffman's sculpture in the

locale by the congregation have been

named as "affront" to Birsa (Dey 2019).
Birsa's character has been discolored in a
conspicuous way. Chronicled realities
about his life and thoughts have been
misshaped freely. These improvements
spoil the picture of Birsa Munda as an
Adivasi mass pioneer. This situation
destroys the spirit of Birsa.

Outlining the foes:

Despite the fact that upheld by
the Sardari Larai development, Birsa rose
in his own right. He infused new
radicalism into existing disturbances in
three different ways:

To begin with, Birsa was out and
out in pronouncing all outsiders—
colonialists, Christian teachers,
landowners, and different exploiters—as
dikus (Adivasis' foes). This was a
striking take off from Sardari Larai

towards

faithfulness,

pioneers who tended
demonstrating
straightforwardly at the outset, to the lord
of  Chhotanagpur, the image of
landlordism, and were hesitant to remove
themselves from European specialists
and teachers.

Second, while Sardari Larai had
faith in the established technique for
unsettling for quite a long time,
notwithstanding irresolute government
reactions and authorities' stony lack of

concern to the Adivasi cause, Birsa
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requested his adherents to arm
themselves for a coordinated obstruction.

Third, in the spot of Sardari
Larai's ambiguous thought about "Munda
Raj," Birsa propounded the possibility of
a "Munda disum," a call to pick up
opportunity from all diku components,
and the British frontier rule was seen as
the mother of every one of them, and
must be discarded totally. In light of
these firm thoughts, Birsa recognized
companions and enemies of Adivasis.
The adversaries were named, in nearby
articulation, as  "Rajas, = Hakims,
Zamindars, Christians and Samsars (non-
Christians)," whom Birsa requested that
his adherents assault. (Anonymous 1911:
549)

Zamindars, the conventional
exploiters, were among the most detested
enemies. The Raja  (ruler) of
Chhotanagpur was viewed as a usurper
of the authority from manki Munda (a
head of a gathering of towns). Accepting
that the engraving of Raja's position was
kept in his official hallowed place,
Chutia Temple, the principal activity of
Birsa upon his delivery from prison in
1997 was to lead a 12 PM assault on the
altar. Birsa additionally assaulted British
rulers, the key adversary and the

benefactor of zamindars and different

dikus. Christian teachers were considered

close by the pilgrim rulers with the
trademark of "topi ek topi," which means
cap wearing white men, regardless of
whether authorities or preachers, are of
asimilar variety (Hoffmann and Emelen
2015: 567). Birsa felt that, in spite of
individual vicinity with the authorities,
evangelists never strived for Adivasi
equity rather they educated the specialists
about Birsa's exercises from towns
(Hoffmann 1900). Accordingly,
evangelist and government foundations
were assaulted together.

Uncovering a new era:

Against the complex firearms of
the British armed force, customary
weapons of Adivasi rebels were no
match. Yet, Birsa's soul and technique
for arranging the Ulgulan passed on to
the British specialists the message from
Adivasis and its significance. After
Birsa's underlying assaults, the British
started a perpetual measure by the
Commutation Act of 1997 to stop the
medieval act of Bethbegari (constrained
work). This finished, following Birsa's
second period of attack (1899), in the
review and settlement of Chhotanagpur,
and the declaration of Chota Nagpur
Tenancy (CNT) Act, 1908, evidently a
Magna Carta for the assurance of

Adivasis (Fraser 1908).
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Birsa Munda and Nationalism in Colonial Bihar

Introduction:

Birsa Munda (1875-1900) was a
youth icon who attracted many people
and revolutionaries to take up the cause
of mother land and sacrifice for the
country. At a very young age, he
understood the various policies and
programmes of the colonial government
which was hampering the life of poor
tribal people. The colonial rules and
regulations were not only destroying the
lives but also their livelihood. He also
understood the socio-cultural fabrics of
colonial government its overall impact on
the people of India. His revolution was
multi-dimensional and revolved round
complete independence of tribal and
traditional rights over land and its people.
He was very much vocal about the rights
of the people and to defend and save it
from outsiders at any cost. He not only
awakened the tribal people about their
rights but also how to defend, control and
mobilize through various training and
programmes. He took up the issues of

inhabitants like the suppression of tribals
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by the outsiders (non-tribals) called as
“dikhus” and other intermediaries people
like thikadars, moneylanders and
zamindars. Stephen Fuchs “described
more than fifty tribal movements which
had certain “messianic” and
“millenarian” overtones. All had divine
or prophetic leaders who were believed
to possess supernatural powers and
looked forward to a terrestrial state of
righteousness and justice that would
correspond to the widely accepted myth
of the golden age”!.

The uprisings and movements of
the tribals had been categorized by
scholars into various categories but its
national character was not felt by them.
In the colonial Bihar, the Britishers had
to fight many battles especially with the
tribals which was detrimental and
challenged the authority of the colonial
government. In the “19'™" and 20" century
historiography and anthropology, it was
described as covered with ‘primeval
forests’ and peopled with ‘ungovernable

299 |

tribes”” " . The region as defined and
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understood by the colonial masters gives
an impression of a very backward and
primitive culture and traditions. The
tribal leaders like Tilka Manjhi, Sidhu,
Kanhu, Chand and Bhairav had already
challenged the colonial government
before Birsa Munda. The whole legacy of
tribal resistance and revolt was in the
background of Birsa Munda. He
emulated all of them at an early age and
became the sinecure of his people and the
colonial government in colonial Bihar.
In this paper my endeavor is to highlight
the following:

1. To understand the Birsa Munda
led movement in the background
of colonial Bihar.

2. To assess the reasons for mass
mobilization by Birsa Munda.

3. To examine the magnamity and
repercussion of this movement.

Historical Background:

In colonial Bihar, the colonial
government from the very beginning
tried to grab the land and forest by
different laws, rules and regulations. It
was not at all hidden that the tribals of
colonial Bihar resisted it from time to
time even before the 1857 revolt. It was a
general tendency of the historians and
colonial administrator to neglect such
uprising, rebellion or revolts in the wake

of their understanding of the tribal

people. This understanding of tribal as
described by historian Sumit Sarkar in
his book as “part of Indian society as the
lowest stratum of the peasantry
subsisting through shifting cultivation,
agricultural labourers, and increasingly,
coolies recruited for work in distant
plantations, mines and factories.”! It was
such understanding which led the
colonial government to penetrate inside
the tribal areas being an easy target to
grab the land and forest and to
proselytize them for the larger goals.
They did not even understand the
fighting zeal with the traditional weapons
which make them busy in the beginning.
In the wake of industrialization,
commercialization and
deindustrialization, they penetrated deep
into tribal areas for raw material, cheap
labour and civilizing missions. The tribal
rebelled on several occasions before
Birsa movement in colonial Bihar. The
main reformative revolts between 1765
and 1857 in Bihar were — Rajas of
Dalbhum, 1769-74, Chuar tribe of
Midnapur , 1799, Bhumij Chuar of
Manbhum, Chhotanagpur and Santhal
Parganas, 1795-1800” ' etc. These
movements since the coming of
Britishers points out to the tussle
between tribes and colonial government.

P. K. Shukla described the following
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tribal revolts “the Kol and Sardar
rebellion of 1831-33, Santhal rebellion of
1855, the tenant’s protest (1861) in
Santhal Pargana, the crusade of Karoo
Manjhi (1865), the Dubia Gossain
movement (1870-1880), the Bhagirath
Manjhi Movement (1874)”! etc. Such
movements in the colonial Bihar filled a
sense of hatredness towards colonial
government and gave a feeling of
nationalism and self pride to save the
land and rights of native people. The
tribal people were revolting and rebelling
against the Britishers from time to time
in a phase wise manner. They were
giving tough fight to save their land and
tribal culture. These tribal movements
already prepared ground for the larger
movements led by Birsa Munda.

In order to understand the Birsa
Munda Movement, it would be better to
understand the socio-politico-economic-
cultural milieu of this region. After the
decisive battle of Buxar in 1764, the
diwani of Bihar, Bengal and Orissa was
granted to East India Company. It must
be kept in mind that Britain was the first
country to get industrialized in the mid of
eighteenth century and as a result they
were in need of colonies and its
resources. The economic needs of British
east India Company and the treachery of

Indian people against its own people

gave a chance to ameliorate and
consolidate their power in every sense.
Moreover, they needed raw materials,
cheap labour, market and the local people
to fulfill their need and greed. The first
Chuar rebellion (1767) to the Santhal
insurrection  (1855), the tribals of
colonial Bihar always resisted against the
grabbing of land by the dikhus and the
colonial government. The colonial
government gave an impression that
these peasant tribes were a divided group
1.e. Mundas, Ho, Oraon, Paharias etc
followed different cultural identity. In
colonial narratives, the tribals were
regarded as  “aboriginals,  jungle,
uncivilized, primitive and savages to
create division between the inhabitants of
the hill people and the outsiders”'. The
cultural identities of different tribal
people did not mean that they completely
surrendered to the colonial masters or to
the outsiders. There were many instances
and occasions where many people of
colonial Bihar fought jointly against
them. Another  narratives,  they
popularized was that of “demonstration
of ethnic antagonism against the
dikhus”'. Both these narratives helped
the colonial government to keep the
revolts of tribal as an internal affair of
colonial people. It must be noticed here

that nationalism among tribes was of
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supreme and utmost value when it comes
to defending their land and culture. With
the defeat of nawabs and Mughal
emperor in the battle of Buxar, they
consolidated the empire. After trouncing
the mighty nawabs in Bengal, they
introduce the permanent settlement in
1793 which altered the tenurial system in
colonial  Bihar. The  colonial
understanding of customary rights of
tribal people in colonial Bihar was
dictated through bills, acts, legislation
and administration. They did not
understand the bonding of these
undocumented customary rights and oral
traditions which was practiced by these
people from time immemorial. As a
result, there was always insurrection,
insurgency, rebellion, resistance and
revolts by these tribal people to defend
its age old rights.

Another factor which came to
play a decisive role in their revolts
against colonial administrator was the
migration by different groups into these
areas of colonial Bihar which altered
‘Khuntkhatti’-the original land tenure
system of the tribes. These tribes
especially Mundas, Santhals and Oraons
were  practicing settled  plough
agriculture. After the increase in
production, the differentiation within

tribes occurred and a  hierarchy

developed within tribal people on the
basis of it. It did not mean that they were
not united when they had to fight against
the colonial government or non-tribals.
The “early incursions by the British into
the region had resulted in the formation
in about 1780 of a district known as
Ramgarh Hill Tract, and Magisterial

0 1

court at Sherghati The colonial
government tried to rule over this part of
colonial Bihar through local chief but
later on they dropped it and trying to
control directly. Due to this, the tribes in
colonial Bihar came in  direct
confrontation with the colonial power
and a series of the revolts occurred in this
region. Moreover, a large number of
Hindu castes like Brahmins, Rautias and
other courtiers were allowed by the Raja
of Chhotanagpur to settle down in this
region. “The Raja of Chhotanagpur had
begun the practice of settling jagirs on
his relations for their maintenance. They
in their turn granted similar tenures to
their dependents or creditors™!. This led
to influx of many non-tribal caste and
communities to this region of colonial
Bihar. “The Maharaja of Chhotanagpur
was blamed for introducing
‘Subscriptions’and  for allowing the
‘dikhus’ into the adivasi country”!. It was

in this background that the concept of

‘Dikhus’ came into being which led these
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tribal people to revolt against these
outsider people also. In the traditional
method, the land was owned by the
village communities, “the individual
families having only the usufruct of the
fields which they actually
cultivated”'. The Mundas were followers
of the Khuntkhatti system of joint
landholding from the very beginning.
The colonial governments replaced this
egalitarian system with the Zamindari
System suitable to them. The people
from outside this region entered the tribal
landscape and started grabbing their land
and making them subordinate. In their
own turf, they became forced labourers.
Poverty descended on them like a
strangling chain. In order to increase
their revenue, the colonial administration
granted police powers to the landlords.
This brought Munda communities at the
mercy of the Hindus and Moslem
oppressors. It was at these circumstances
that they fought with the Britishers
several times in the past during 1789 to
1832. The legacies of exploitation
continued during the time of Birsa
Munda as well.
Birsa Movement:

The Munda movement led by
Birsa Munda had many facets. Many
scholars had described about it as

religious, reformative, peasant etc. K.K.

Datta described it as the movement for
“internal purification, and along with it
was associated the desire to remove alien
government and its supporters, the
landlords, who were considered to be
responsible of various socio-economic
changes affecting the conditions of the
people of the area”!. From 1895-1900,
Birsa Munda led movement had a wider
implication and connotation. It aroused a
consciousness amongst the people of this
region across the different tribes and
Munda tribes in particular. It was the
messianic movement which many
scholars talked about penetrated into the
minds of the people and revolutionized
the whole region. During the 1890s, he
started speaking to his people about the
exploitation done by the British. The
British agrarian policies were stifling the
tribal people and disrupting their way of
life which was hitherto peaceful and in
tune with nature. Another problem was
that of cultural belittlement of the tribal
people by the Christian missionaries. At
every level from the socio-economic,
cultural and religious perspective, he
started teaching and intermingling with
the people. This led to map the minds of
the people for the munda movements.
K.S.Singh highlighted the “three
phases through which Sardar agitation

evolved into Birsa movements: the
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agrarian  phase  (1858-1881), the
revivalist phase (1881-1890) and the
political phase (1890-1895)”!. It must be
taken into consideration the different
paths adopted by Birsa Munda to garner
the support and mobilize and enlighten
the people about their rights. There were
many factors which led to Birsa
movements. The most prominent were
belonging to socio-economic in nature.
The other factors were the charismatic
personality of Birsa Munda and his
power of mobilization of people on his
saying and doing. The humble and poor
background of Birsa Munda prepared
him at the young age to feel the
sufferings of the people and to search
solutions for the society to the complete
bondage in which the tribal people were
living. This pain and sufferings gave him
an inner feelings and awakening which
prepared him and his followers to revolt
against the government and officials.
Birsa Munda was aware of all the
cultural aspects prevailing in the region
such as tribal, Hindu and Christian. He
was baptized as ‘Daud’ and took up the
mission education and understood the
German Protestant mission and Roman
Catholic mission respectively in its close
proximity. The issues and sufferings of
the tribal people led him to discover the
hollowness of the Christian and Hindu

religions. As a result, he started
following the tribal culture and made
followers with many such miracles and
curing the tribal people. It helped him in
earning his faith and beliefs over the poor
tribal people. He transformed himself as
‘Bhagwan’ and ‘Dharti Aba’ who had
been sent by the divine power to bring
happiness to the sufferings tribal people.
The rituals prevailing at that time was not
affordable by the tribals and hence he
simplified it and made it an ideal for his
followers. The people belonging to
different communities and tribes became
his followers. Taking up the religious
path, he gathered a large number of
people to take up other issues related to
the society and to save tribal watan. He
wanted to bring freedom for the tribal
people from all the outsiders both on
socio-political and religious aspects. The
Sardari Larai which was prevalent since
1858 and a long drawn constitutional
method did not bring any happiness to
the tribal people. He assessed the pros
and cons of previous movements in
colonial Bihar and wanted to give it a
final and last blow to the prevailing
condition. Birsa Munda wanted to set up
a ‘Munda land’ to be exclusive for the
tribal people where everybody will be
independent of any other authority and

administrations.
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Having got the support and
mobilization of people, he concentrated
now on the direct confrontation with the
colonial government. He gathered an arm
band of 6000 people in 1895 to open
rebellion and wanted to end the British
Raj at one go. The armed tribal people
were a challenge for the colonial
government. Under these circumstances,
the colonial government deputed the
local police to arrest him. It was a tough
and daunting task to arrest Birsa Munda
who garnered huge followers. With the
acquaintance of local people, he was
arrested along with fifteen others on 24™
August, 1895 and put behind the bars
amongst protest by his followers. They
were tried and pronounced sentences and
released in January 1898 after the
diamond jubilee celebration of Queen
Victoria. After the release, Birsa Munda
changed his tactics to awaken the tribal
people about the sufferings by natural
calamities, famines and epidemics and
apathy of the colonial government. This
move of Birsa Munda led him to take up
the core and day today issues which the
tribals were facing. Moreover, He
mobilized and trained the people to fight
against the colonial government by
propaganda and planning of operations.
The regular night meetings with the
locals helped him to garner the support of

the local people and to make them aware
about the real issues. They visited each
and every villages regarding their
concern and also to overcome those
problems prophesying the religious
overtones. He was able to convince his
followers that the presence of colonial
government and dikhus were not going to
bring any happinesss and goodness to the
tribal people. It was only bringing the
self rule by the Mundas that the
sufferings and suppression by the
outsiders could be resolved. In
expressing about the grievances to the
people, he clearly instructed the tribal
people to know who the enemies were
and to go all about against them. In order
to usurp the inscription of Rajas, “the
first operation of Birsa after his release
from jails was given in attack on Chutia
temple in 1897. Birsa also attacked
British rulers, the key enemy and the
patrons of zamindars and other dikhus™!.
He also mobilized the people to distrust
the Christian missionaries who were
befooling the tribal people in their
struggle and making them to convert in
Christianity and loosing the old rights on
the lands. These Christian missionaries
were also taking up the side of colonial
government. In his final triumph, in the
year 1899, he resumed his armed struggle

along with the people. He razed police
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stations, government property, churches
and houses of Zamindars. In doing so,
the people gave tough time to the
colonial police and administrations. The
people gathered at the clarion call given
by Birsa Munda and fought bravely
against government. The feelings of the
people to fight against the foreign power
and a sense of pride for saving mother
land forced Britishers to catch hold of
Birsa Munda. The nationalism which he
was able to arouse amongst the tribal
people alarmed the Britishers. It was
local treachery which landed him in
trouble. He was arrested on 3rd February,
1900 and died due to cholera on 30th
May, 1900 in the jail as per official
version.

Due to Birsa Munda movement,
the colonial government understood the
basic mistakes, problems of tribal people
and sense of pride for saving their age
old rights. The frequent uprisings and
mobilization of tribal people against the
colonial government made both the party
hostile towards each other. The old
traditional tenurial rights of Khuntkhatti
were restored. It was decided by the
colonial government to take up the
complete survey of land and to to make
compilation of record of rights. Further,
general survey and settlement of

Chhotanagpur region were considered.

After the death of Birsa Munda,
formation of Gumla, Khunti sub-
divisions  took  place  for  the
administrative reasons. The colonial
government put restrictions on the sale,
purchase and transfer of raiyats and other
tenancies. The Colonial government
initiated Commutation Act of 1907 to
discontinuethe  feudal practice of
Bethbegari (forced labour). The most
important of all was passing of
Chhotanagpur Tenancy act of 1908,
which superseded the Bengal Tenancy
Act taking into consideration the local
customs and other such considerations
which were left out in previous one. The
Birsa movement also
Conclusion:

The munda movement led by
Birsa Munda had brought profound
changes not only in the thinking of tribal
people but the colonial administrator,
dikhus and among the Christian
missionaries. It also assimilated and
ameliorated amongst its fold in the
struggle of their socio-economic-political
and cultural rights. The forest acts of
1878 were taken aback and a new
arrangement introduced to suit the
requirements of tribal people. It also
contributed in the deep understanding of
people engaged with the problems. The

mobilization of people for their cause
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and taking up the issues on their own
were taught by Birsa Munda. The
organization skill with programmes and
propaganda and wider consultation with
the people helped in bringing up the core
issues in forefront. This movement was a
mixture of socio-economic and religious
causes which impinged upon tribal
people to seek final solutions. The sense
of pride amongst the tribal people forced
the colonial government to change its

programmes and policies towards tribes.

kksk

The unity and firmness amongst the
tribal people of colonial Bihar led to
administrative  expansion with the
welfare schemes for the tribal people.
The whole myth of tribal people as
different and backward looking was
broken and also understood the feeling of
nationalism. In the long run, this
movement set a tone for a wider sense of
nationalism which brought fruits in the
form of Jharkhand movement in the

twentieth century.

(Note by the Editor- This chapter doesn’t have works cited and references.)
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Birsa Munda: The Brave Folk Hero

Introduction:

Birsa Munda was a brave tribal
hero, social worker, religious leader and
true proponent of Humanity. He was
such a freedom fighter on which Indian
parliament discusses in session. In 1988,
Government of India issued a postal
ticket on his name.There are a number of
government as well private institutions
running presently on his name. For
tribals he is like a godly figure. Also, he
fought with courage against Britishers.
Even he defeated British soldiers many a
times in the battle. He promoted tribal
language and it's culture at a great extent.
A number of journals, Articles, Books,
Podcast, portraits have been made or
written on him.

Birsa Munda was born in 1875 at
Ulihatu in colonial Bihar presently comes
under khunti district of Jharkhand. As he
was born on Thursday, his name was

kept as Birsa according to Munda
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customs and Belief. Various Folk songs
reflects these two popular places as his
birthplace. These two places are Ulihatu
and chaikad. Ulihatu was the birth place
of his father Sugana Munda. Even still
munda's paternal house exists in a
dilapidated condition. Birsa was a
brilliant student since his childhood. He
was later converted into Christianity and
his name was kept as Birsa David by the
church. His family was like a vagabond
family who travels from one place to
another in the search of bread. He used to
graze ships in the jungles in
childhood.He was also at hand in playing
Flute. Even his friends used to call him
as the ustad of Flute.He was very strong
and handsome by personality and soft
hearted as well. He discovered an
instrument called Tulia using Pumpkin
which became popular in his locality.

Rise of Birsa Munda:
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The time came when Birsa
Munda began to be worshipped as God.
People started calling him Dharti Abba.
Later on he became famous by the name
of Bhagwan Birsa Munda. All these
happened due to some miraculous
incident in 1895. He began to serve
Munda community steadily. There was
some natural incidence that shook his
community. During that dark period it
was Birsa Munda who served his
community continuously. He emphasized
on following ancestral Practices. He

announced to stop following Christianity.

HHA INDIA

st
EIRSA MUNDA

Revolt by Birsa against Britishers:

A youth from tribal community, a
tiger of Munda community, a folk hero
who revolted against soldiers many a
times was opposing British policy of
levying high taxes on land. Even
Britishers endeavored to suppress Birsa's
popularity but unable to do so. He was
imprisoned for his opposition and sent to
Hazaribagh Jail for 2 years. But after this
Birsa and his disciples became very

popular. He used to serve people during

droughts. People began to believe in his
philosophy. During 1897- 1900, Birsa
Munda and his followers fought against
British soldiers and defeated them many
times. In 1900 Munda was announcing
mass gatherings on Domebadi Mountain.
British soldiers surrounded Munda and
entire people who are there. Munda and
his followers fought with arrow due to
which many people and women died.
Various people were arrested. Munda
was arrested on 3rd February 1900 by
British soldiers. Birsa Munda took his
last breath of life on June 9, 1900 in
Ranchi Jail. It is said that he died because
British soldiers deceived him with poison
and due to this he died. Although there
he was killed physically but his teachings
and philosophy is still in existence.
Today Birsa Munda is worshipped as
God in Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh
West Bengal and Karnataka as well. In
1899 revolution, more than 7000 people
who are the followers of Birsa Munda
revolted against exploitative policy of
Britishers. Britishers wanted to take

away the ownership of land from tribes

and give those lands two landlords.
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On 5th January 1900 two constables
were killed by Birsa followers at
Etkedih.They also attacked khunti police
station and killed one constable on 7th
January 1900 The colonial government
introduced the chota Nagpur tenancy act
(CNT) which prohibits the transfer of
land ownership of tribal man to non-
tribal man.

Conclusion:

A 25 year old brave warrior
became an Icon of equality, gravity and
courage. He fought for his customs and
teaches people to Unite against
exploitative rules and regulations of
Britishers. He gave a message that tribals
can change a lot in the upliftment of his
countryman and community as well. He
invented Tulia and this musical

instrument is still being used by tribal
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Birsa Munda: A Real Hero in the History of Tribal Liberation
Movement

At a time when the world has
become so-called civilized, the
indigenous peoples of the Indian
subcontinent have been called barbarians
and hated. Indigenous people have often
endured all this in silence. When
injustice-torture crossed the line, the
tribals revolted. It shook the foundations
of the English rulers at that time. The
then districts of Singhbhum, Ranchi and
Palamau in Chhotanagpur, India were
densely populated by Munda and other
tribals. Birsa Munda, a heroic warrior,
went down to fight with bow and arrow
in front of the gun to liberate the country
from the clutches of the British.

Birsa Munda is one of the
greatest leaders of the Indian
subcontinent for the emancipation of the
tribals. Millions of Mundas followed
him, hoping for liberation. Birsa Munda
realized that the British were coming to
exploit the Mundas, looting the Mundas'
wealth and taking them abroad. That is
why he emerged as the pioneer of the

liberation of the Mundas. Towards the

end of the nineteenth century the tribals

Surojit Koley
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became vocal against the brutal
oppression of the tribals. In the
Chhotanagpur area, he emerged as a
rebel leader of the oppressed and
degraded Munda tribes. As writers, as
contemporary social people, we are
always committed to carrying all the
responsibilities of a materialist historian.
The crime of denial of responsibility is
never forgiven by society.

Birsa Munda (184-1900) was the
son of a sharecropper. He learned a little
from the missionaries. He was influenced
by Vaishnavism. In 1893-94 he took part
in the movement against the acquisition
of fallow land in the village by the forest
department. In 1895, Birsa claimed to
have visited God and declared himself an
incarnation with magical powers to cure
diseases. He foretold the Flood.
Thousands of people gathered to hear
Birsa's new message. This new
incarnation contradicted the customs and
beliefs of the indigenous people. Birsa
called on the Mundas to fight against
superstition, stop animal sacrifices,

abstain from drugs, hold the holy abbey
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and return to the ancient tradition of
‘saran’ or worship in the holy abode.
Birsa's activities were essentially a
revivalist movement; the aim of this
movement was to liberate the Munda
society from foreign elements and give it
its original form. Christianity also
influenced this movement. In the creation
of the Munda ideology and philosophy of
life, the Hindu terminology was the same
as the Christian terminology.

Initially, this movement of
religious character was later infiltrated by
political and geopolitical elements. From
1857 onwards, the Christian tribal raiyats
took an aggressive stance against foreign
landlords and Beth Begari. It was their
‘Mulkai fight” or struggle for land.
Another name for it is 'Sardari Ladai'.
The nature of the Birsa Munder religious
movement changed when it came in
contact with the 'Sardar' movement. At
first the chiefs had no connection with
Birsa. But due to the growing popularity
of Birsa, the chiefs took refuge in him.
Although influenced by the chiefs, Birsa
was not their spokesperson.  Despite
emerging in an agrarian society, there
were considerable differences between
the two movements. Initially, the chiefs
were loyal to the British and even to the
Mabharaja of Chhotanagpur. Their only

goal was to eliminate the middlemen.

On the other hand, Birsa's aim was
religious and political freedom. His main
goal was to establish the rights of the
Mundas as the real owners of the land.
According to Birsa, this right can only be
established in a world free from the
influence of Europeans and for that
Mundaraj is needed.

Frightened by the conspiracy, the
British imprisoned Birsa in 1895 for two
years. But Birsa came out of jail with a
more revolutionary spirit. In 1898-99,
several nocturnal meetings were held in
the deep forest. In these meetings Birsa
called on his followers to kill contractors,
landlords,  kings, magistrates and
Christians. The revolutionaries attacked
police stations, churches, government
officials and missionaries. On the eve of
Christmas in 1899, Mundara tried to set
fire to churches in six police stations in
Ranchi and Singbhum districts. In
January 1900, they attacked the police
stations. Meanwhile, rumors are
circulating that they will attack Ranchi
on January 7. This caused panic there.
However, on January 9, the
revolutionaries were defeated. Birsa was
captured. He died in prison while in
captivity. About 350 Mundas were
brought to justice. Of these, 3 were

hanged and 44 were deported.
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Birsa died on the night of June 9,
1900 after being poisoned in Ranchi Jail.
Although the prison report said he died
of vomiting, Amasa died. Munda is
buried. But Birsa was burnt in a hurry.
The purpose was to cover up the exact
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Birsa Munda’s Contribution to Indian Freedom Struggle

When we think of the Indian
freedom struggle during the freedom
struggle, there are thousands of heroes
forgotten by history. Many such heroes,
who made their name in gold letters in
history, were born on Indian soil. One
such leading freedom fighter is Birsa
Munda. Birsa Munda not only fought
against the British but also embraced the
rights of the tribals and helped in
dismantling the feudal system that was
encroaching on the tribal lands in
Jharkhand and Bihar. Nicknamed ‘Dharti
Abba’ or the Father of the Earth because
he encouraged his followers to return to
their tribes and follow their traditions.

Birsa munda is credited with
giving a major place in the history of
these tribal struggles in the Indian War of
Independence. Birsa Munda was born on
15 November 1875 in Ulihatu village in
Ranchi district of Jharkhand. He was the
first child of his parents and spent his
childhood in the forest and rural areas
like other Munda tribal children. When
his father used to graze animals, Birsa
Munda used to go to the forest with his
father to practice Dharunavidya and

shooting. Since reading and writing, he

Diksha D. Salve

has read many Hindu religious texts like
Mahabharata, Ramayana and Gita.

Birsa Munda is a hero of the
tribal community and an Indian tribal
revolutionary. He led a mass movement
against the British rule by the Munda
tribes in the last year of the 19th century,
so it was led by Birsa Munda. Birsa
Munda felt that on the ground of
conduct, the tribal society 1s flying like a
straw in the storms of superstitions and is
lost in the matter of faith. He also felt
that the fog of social evils has deprived
the tribal society of the light of
knowledge. At the point of religion, the
tribals sometimes fall into the temptation
of missionaries; sometimes they consider
deceptions as God. Tribal society was
being devastated by the exploitation of
Indian landlords and feudal lords and the
British rulers. Birsa Munda considered it
necessary to organize the tribals on three
levels to liberate them from the dramatic
torture of exploitation. The first is at the
social level so that the tribal society can
break free from the clutches of
superstitions and deceptions and come
out of the cage of hypocrisy. For this, he
explained the importance of education.

The second was economic reforms to
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free the tribal society from the economic
exploitation of landlords and vassals. The
tribals made a tremendous movement
against the 'forced practice'. As a result,
work on the houses and farms and forest
lands of landlords and vassals came to a
halt. The third was to organize the tribals
at the political level. As he ignited the
spark of consciousness in the tribals at
the social and economic level, it did not
take long for it to become a fire at the
political level. The tribals became aware
of their political rights.

The tribal struggle has been going
on since the eighteenth century. From the
hill-uprising of 1766 to the mutiny of
1857, the tribals continued to struggle.
From 1895 to 1900, the great revolt of
Birsa or Birsa Munda 'Ulgulan' took
place. He hated and resented the black
policy of the British. So Birsa Munda
declared a rebellion against the British in
1900. He said, "We declare a rebellion
against the principles of British rule. We
do not accept the domination of the
British. We will never obey the laws of
the British. We will send Yamasadani to
this Englishman who will stand against
us.” The enraged British government sent
its troops to capture Birsa Munda,
announcing a reward of Rs. 500 for the
capture of Birsa Munda. Birsa Munda

brought together different tribal groups

and taught them how to fight against the
British.

In August 1897, Birsa and his
four hundred soldiers, armed with bows
and arrows, stormed the Khunti police
station. In 1898, the Mundas clashed
with the British forces on the banks of
the river Tanga in which the British army
was defeated at first but later many tribal
leaders of the area were arrested instead.
In January 1900, while Birsa was
addressing his public meeting, another
clash took place on Dombari hill, in
which many women and children were
killed. But the British government
attacked the rebels on 3 February 1900 to
suppress the rebels, destroyed the rebel
strongholds and arrested Birsamunda.
Along with them, 460 tribal youths were
also arrested. Birsa was martyred on June
9, 1900.

Birsa Munda was a hero in Indian
history with his revolutionary thinking in
Jharkhand, India. He ushered in a new
social and political era in the Ilate
nineteenth century by changing the state
and direction of tribal society and
challenging black laws to overthrow the
barbaric British Empire. Even today in
the tribal areas of Bihar, Orissa,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and West
Bengal, Birsa is worshiped like a god.

90
January 2021

An Edited E-Book

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

References

1. Banerjee, S.N. 1900. "Editorial", in The Bengalee.

2. Banerjee, S. 1989. "Marginalization of Women’s Popular Culture in Nineteenth
Century Basu, S. 1984. "Jharkhand Movement: Ethnicity and Culture of Silence".
Shimla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study.

3. Bengal" in Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History, K. Sangari and S. Vaid,
eds. New Delhi: Kali for Women

4. Barthes, R. 1982. "Camera Lucida" trans. Howard. London: Jonathan Cape.

5. Dalton, E.T. 1872. "Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal". Calcutta: Government of
Bengal

6. Sinha, S.P. 1964. "Life and Times of Birsa Bhagwan". Ranchi: Bihar Tribal
Research Institute Society for the Propogation of the Gospels Mission, "News from
Murhu". in The Quarterly Papers. Calcutta: Bishop’s College, JulyOctober 1895

ok

91

January 2021 An Edited E-Book www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

Barsa Munda: Impact on Indian Tribal Community and His Message to
the Humanity

Introduction:

Not only did Birsa Munda battle
the British, but he also supported the
interests of tribal people and helped to
dismantle the feudal system in Jharkhand
and Bihar that ravaged the Adivasi lands.
In the Chhotanagpur Plateau region,
Birsa Munda was an Indian tribal
freedom fighter, religious leader and folk
hero belonging to the Munda tribe. When
we think about the Indian fight for
independence, a list of names springs to
mind immediately which includes
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Lokmanya Tilak or Bhagat Singh. But
history has forgotten thousands of
heroes. Birsa Munda was one such
pioneering freedom fighter. In the
Chhotanagpur Plateau region, Birsa
Munda was an Indian tribal freedom
fighter, religious leader and folk hero
belonging to the Munda tribe. In the 19th
century, under the Bengal Presidency,
Birsa Munda began a tribal nationalist
Millennial Campaign. BirsaMunda was
born in Ulihatu, Bengal's Presidency

(present-day Jharkhand), on November

Mukta Goyal
Assistant Professor

Guru Nanak Dev Institute of Technology,
Delhi

15, 1875 to Sugana Munda and Karmi
Hatu.
BirsaMunda as a prophet:

Munda went to a missionary
school, where Jaipal Nag, his tutor,
persuaded his sharp young student to
resume his studies and enrol in the
German Mission School. He was forced
to convert to Christianity because of this.
Munda spent a great deal of time
between 1886 and 1890 in Chaibasa,
Jharkhand, which was similar to the
agitation of the Sardars against the
British government. Munda wanted to
renounce Christianity and abandon the
German Mission School, profoundly
affected and disillusioned by what he
saw the British and  Christian
missionaries doing to the Indians there.

Birsa learnt about Hindu religious
doctrines from a Vaishnav monk and,
along with the Ramayana and
Mahabharata, read the ancient scriptures.
He wore the holy string, worshipped the
plant of tulsi, and gave up the meat. He

encouraged his fellowmen to let go of

practises in witchcraft and, instead,
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emphasised the importance of fasting,
keeping away from drinking, having faith
in God and following a code of
behaviour. Birsa decided to change the
tribal community.

Father of the Earth:

He went on to establish a new
faith called Birsait, where only one deity
was worshipped. Birsait soon became the
common religion among the Mundas and
Oraons, considering his increasing
presence in the tribal culture. Munda,
nicknamed 'Dharti Abba' or Father of the
World, urged his disciples to return and

adopt their customs to their tribal origins.

Munda also preached anti-British
sentiment through his faith and recruited
thousands of tribal folk to form guerrilla
forces to attack the Raj. In the late 1890s,
Munda set out to dismantle the feudal
system imposed by the British in the
forest territory of the Adivasi. The
British welcomed settlers from other
states to come and take over jobs on
tribal land in this scheme, although they
pocketed all the earnings. They separate
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tribes who were the original owners of
the land. Tribes were thus left stripped of
property and any means of subsistence.
In the states of Odisha, Bihar, West
Bengal and Madhya Pradesh, his slogan
targeting the British Raj is still
remembered today. The slogan was
"Abua raj seterjana, maharani raj
tundujana," meaning "Let the queen's
kingdom end and our kingdom be
created."

Birsa asked his fellow tribesmen
in 1895 to renounce Christianity and led
them to worship one God and to show
them the direction of purity, abstinence
and forbidden cow-slaughters.
Furthermore, he claimed to be a prophet
and said that Queen Victoria’s reign was
over and the Munda Raj had begun. His
followers declared that their real enemies
were the British and not the Christian
Mundas.

Birsa Munda and his succession:

The legacy of Birsa Munda is still
alive, and on November 15, the tribal
people of Karnataka and Jharkhand
commemorate his birth anniversary.
Several colleges and organisations are
named after him- Birsa Agricultural
University, Birsa Technology Institute,
BirsaKhunti College, BirsaSindri
Technology Institute, Sidho Kanho

Birsha University, BirsaMunda Athletics
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Stadium, Birsa ~ Munda  Airport,
BirsaMunda Central Prison, BirsaSeva
Dal and Birsa Munda Tribal University.
Birsa, a pioneer and brave warrior of
freedom movement, saw the injustice put
on his felllowtribals. He gathered them in
a party and led agitation against the
forceful seizure by non-tribals.

The aim of his movement was to
prevent his fellow tribals from becoming
bonded labourers and to check their
wealth's exploitation. Birsa urged the

tribals to stick to their rich culture and

traditions, urging them not to step under

any pressure.

Birsa began the 'Ulgulan' or 'The Great
Tumult' movement. His battle against
tribal  deprivation and  prejudice
culminated in a significant hit in 1908
against the British government in the
form of the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act.
The act limited the transferring of land to
non-tribals from the tribal people. His
campaign compelled the Colonial

government to pass the Tenancy Act of

Chhotanagpur, 1908. The product of his

committed fight against the injustice
faced by the tribals was this act.
Analysis and Discussion:

e Munda still emphasised the need
for tribals to recognise their
privileges, history and tackle the
oppression they are facing. He
was also trying to rationalise his
culture and get rid of their
superstitious practises, sacrificing
of cattle, and alcohol.

e The tribal leader, who was also a
key force in the fight for a
separate statehood for Jharkhand,
spearheaded the movement to
abolish the feudal system in
Jharkhand and Bihar that plagued
the Adivasi lands.

e He assembled tribal people in
October 1894 and marched for
the remission of taxes received
from the tribes by the Zamindars.
The British began shooting on the
local tribal population to stop this
campaign, and hundreds of tribal
people lost their lives.

e Birsa was detained by the British
a few months after the campaign.
On June 9, 1900, at the age of 25,
in Ranhi Jail, he took his last
breath. The British authorities
believed that he died of cholera

even though he had no signs of
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the disease. Several tribal leaders
suggested that he may have been
killed by the prison authorities.
The British, however, enforced
the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act
eight years after his death, which
prohibited the selling of Adivasi
land to non-Adivasis.

e In literature and mass media, the
young revolutionist continues to
be praised for his impressive and
courageous campaign against the

British to grant native land rights.

Conclusion:

To the missionaries, Birsa’s
assertion to be a prophet of God and the
creation of a new faith seemed
ridiculous. Birsa Munda began to urge
tribal people to follow their original
conventional religious tribal system. He
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Life of Birsa Munda and Role of Tribal Leaders in Resistance Movement

Introduction:

The most dominant characteristic
of the tribal resistance movement was
that it was essentially an uprising against
the foreign rulers and in that sense could
be constructed to be the precursor of the
national liberation movement which took
a definite shape and gathered momentum
under the inspiring leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi nearly one century
later. It is immaterial as to what were the
compulsions or motivations behind this
resistance movement; it is immaterial if
the tribal revolutionaries had no formal
education and training in staging armed
rebellions and had no common leadership
to guide and spur them to action. The
unmistakable fact remains that they could
no longer meekly submit to the
intervention of the foreign rulers in their
habitat, age old customs, rituals and
cultural moors. (1)

Tribal resistance movement was
an integral part of Freedom movement of
Odisha. In this historic movement the

heroic role was played by some
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distinguished tribal leaders like Laxman
Naik of Koraput, Ratan Naik of
Keonjhar, Dora Bisoyee and Chakra
Bisoyee of Ghumsur and Veer Surendra
Sai of Sambalpur. There are few
important aspects of the tribal resistance
movement which deserve mention. One
is that the tribals have their own social,
cultural and religious identity, their own
taboos, make beliefs and peculiar
compulsion of life style and therefore,
any attempt of the administration of an
alien rule to make an inroad into the
tribal society by way of reformatory and
correctional changes, however laudable,
is bound to be resisted by the tribals with
all their individual and collective might.
(2-4)

BirsaMunda was an Indian tribal
freedom fighter, religious leader, and
folk hero who belonged to the Munda
tribe. He spearheaded a tribal religious
millenarian movement that arose in the
Bengal Presidency (now Jharkhand) in
the late 19th century, during the British

Raj, thereby making him an important
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figure in the history of the Indian
independence movement. (5) The revolt
mainly concentrated in the Munda belt of

Khunti, Tamar, Sarwada and Bandgaon.

(6)

Birsa Munda Early Life:

Birsa Munda was born on 15
November 1875, at Ulihatu in Bengal
Presidency, now in the Khunti district of
Jharkhand, on a Thursday, and hence
named after that day, according to the
then prevalent Munda custom. (9-11)
The folk songs reflect popular confusion
and refer to both Ulihatu and Chalkad as
his birthplace. Ulihatu was the birthplace
of Sugana Munda, father of Birsa. The
claim of Ulihatu rests on Birsa's elder
brother Komta Munda living in the
village, where his house still exists albeit
in a dilapidated condition.

Birsa's early years were spent
with his parents at Chalakkad. His early
life could not have been very different
from that of an average Munda child.
Folklore refers to his rolling and playing
in sand and dust with his friends and his
growing up strong and handsome in
looks; he grazed sheep in the forest of
Bohonda. When he grew up, he shared an
interest in playing the flute, in which he
became expert. He went round with the

tuila, the one-stringed instrument made

from the pumpkin, in the hand and the
flute strung to his waist. Exciting
moments of his childhood were spent on
the akhara (the village wrestling ground).
He came in contact with a Christian
missionary who visited a few families in
the village which had been converted to
Christianity and attacked the old Munda
order. As he was sharp in studies, Jaipal
Nag recommended him to join German
Mission School but, converting to
Christianity was compulsory to join the
school and Birsa thus converted to
Christianity and was renamed as Birsa
David, which later became as Birsa
Daud. (11) After studying for few years,

he left German Mission School.

Role of various leaders in tribal
movement:

1. Birsa Munda movement

2. Laxman Naik movement

3. Veer Surendra Sai movement

4

. Tana Bhagat movement
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Birsa Munda movement:

The movement, better known as
Ulgulan (Great Tumult) was led by
BirsaMunda in the year 1899. However,
the ground of the movement started
developing with a religious character
from 1895. Herein, Birsa tried to reform
the traditional religion (as revealed to
him by Singbonga, the supreme god of
Munda) and asked his followers to
abandon the worship of Bonga (spirit)
and to prohibit the intake of non-
vegetarian food and alcohol. He also
predicted the end of the world and
ordered his followers to stop paying rent
to the government and to stop ploughing.
Later on, the movement was imbedded
with the political character where the
movement looked forward to establish
Munda Raj by ousting the missionaries
and government by adopting violent
means.

In 1895 Birsa first grew as a
leader and in a short span of time he
grew as a healer, then miracle-worker,
then preacher and then he grew to
become a prophet. (12). Altogether, this
made him a prominent figure among the
tribes (especially among Mundas) who
saw him as their liberator. On the other
hand, growing popularity of Birsa alerted

the colonial regime and theydemanded

for his immediate arrest. Consequently,
he was arrested on 19 November 1895
and was sentenced to  rigorous
imprisonment for two years with a
payment of a fine of Rs 50. (13) During
his imprisonment period Ranchi district
witnessed severefamine from 1896 to
1897 which was followed by the heavy
out-migration of Munda tribe to Assam
tea plantation. Table 1 highlights that
during the year 1897 there was a heavy
increase in the immigration of tribes in
Assam tea plantation. Subsequently this
turned out to be the major cause for the
Birsa movement.

Table 1: Emigration of tribes into

Assam tea plantation from 1895-1898

Year | Total number of emigrants | Chotanagpur

including children and  Santhal
Assam | Surma | Total Pargana
Valley Valley (adult)

1895 | 35,041 | 37,796 | 72,837 | 18,369

1896 | 42,384 | 38,731 | 81,115 | 16,122

1897 | 66,952 | 28,979 | 95,931 | 28,078

1898 | 33,762 | 15,407 | 49,169 | 18,597

The motive behind the arrest was
to control the growing influence of Birsa
Munda among the tribes. But even after
the arrest, he remained an inspiring force
among the tribes through the medium of
his disciples. On 30 November 1897, he
was released and immediately after his

release started organizing meetings in the
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Munda region. (14) Alongside, he
continued his revolutionary teachings
which lasted for nearly two years.
Eventually there was an outbreak of a
violent movement on the Christmas Eve
of 1899 at Ranchi district.

The movement was short lived as
it was cruelly crushed by the officers,
who killed many followers of Birsa. On 3
February 1900 Birsa was arrested and
with this, the movement also came to an
end. (14) Although the movement did not
last long, the impact of the movement
was so powerful that it forced the state to
take some effective measures to solve the
problems of Munda tribes. Among such
measures was the abolition of beth-
begari system. (14) The most effective
one was the introduction of Chotanagpur
Tenancy Act in 1908.

Laxman Naik movement:

Laxman Naik was born on 22nd
November 1899 in Tentuligumma of
Malkangiri. His father was Padlam Naik.
He belonged to a Bhuyan tribe. He
fought single-handed against the
oppressive foreign  rulers with
consummate skill and rare passion and
fervour of a fighter. He was the very
fountain of grit, courage, and strength to
countless followers and co-workers and
shone by rare brilliance. He sacrificed all

worldly comforts and did not bow down

before the pressure of the British
Imperialism. This tribal hero was not
well educated, yet fully aware about the
national movement. He became more
active, when Gandhi’s message reached
Koraput. (16-19). He became an active
member of the Indian National Congress.
He played a key role to popularize
congress programme in Koraput. The
people of Koraput and its surrounding
areas like Malkanagiri, Tentulipada,
accepted him as the real hero and
devoted themselves for the cause of
national Freedom. He promoted Khadi
and made people aware of the congress
plan of action. He took the charge of
President of the Congress Primary
Committee at Mathili in Koraput in 1942
(20).

Veer Surendra Sai Movement:

The battle fought between Veer
Surendra Sai and his compatriots on the
one side and the agents of the British
Imperialism on the other for nearly four
decades falls in this category. It was an
unequal battle fought by Surendra Sai
and his brother Udanta Sai and a band of
dedicated follower-fighters under the
most adverse and excruciatingly painful
circumstances. They did not have regular
and trained armed forces; they did not
have the equipments and ammunition

which the British had in their possession
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in abundance. Besides, the British had
the formidable authority of a paramount
sovereign power at their command. (21-
23) He and his brother Udant Sai had
practically nothing. But they were master
strategists and adept in the art of guerilla
warfare.  They  were  thoroughly
conversant with the topography and
geography of Sambalpur and adjoining
tracts. Almost all the tribal Zamindars
and the village headmen of the district
were on their side. The manner in which
they escaped from Hazaribagh Jail after
long seventeen years of detention, the
fortitude with which they braved the
hazards of intractable forests and hills
with an extreme and in hospitable
climate and the manner in which they
withstood all the onslaughts un-leashed
by the British are matters of history.
Tana Bhagat Movement:

Three  months  before the
beginning of World War I, a new
movement outraged within the territory
of Ranchi district on 21 April 1914. It
was started by Jatra Oraon who
proclaimed that he had received a divine
message in his dream from ‘Dharmesh’
the supreme god of Oraon. According to
the message, Oraon Raj was going to be
established, where he would be a raja and
his followers will share the kingdom. At

the same time, he was assigned a task to

reform  the traditional religion
(Kurukhdharam) and to teach
incarnations (mantra) to his people. The
followers of the new religion were
supposed to lead an ascetic life where
they need to prohibit the intake of non-
vegetarian food and alcohol and to give
up the worship of (fana) ghost or spirit
along with animal sacrifice. The main
objective behind the reform of traditional
religion was to uplift the social strata of
Oraon community and to achieve equal
status that Christians and Hindus enjoy.
Henceforth, this created a new
religious sect among Oraon community
whose followers came to be known as
Tana Bhagats. Jatra ordered his followers
to stop ploughing fields, paying rents to
the landlords and to render their service
as coolies or labourers to the zamindars
or men belonging to the other castes and
non-tribals, as their major grievances
centered around rent and beth-begari.
(14) Following this Jatra and his
disciples were arrested. Although
Jatrawas released on 2 June 1915, he
abandoned his leadership. (14) Following
him, series of leaders came into the scene
and withdrew from the movement at
various points of time. Altogether the

movement witnessed several ups and

downs.
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In the beginning of 1919, when
the movement was on the verge of
fading, Sibu Oraon gave a new life to the
movement. Under his leadership, new
rules of conduct were formulated and the
restrictions on food, drinks and conducts
were removed and the tanas were
allowed to enjoy all the pleasures. Like
Jatra, he also proclaimed that Oraon Raj
is going to be restored shortly and asked
his followers to stop cultivating the fields
or to do any sort of work as god would
feed them. Alongside, he ordered not to
pay any rent to zamindars. He targeted
the  Brahmins, Rajputs, Banias
(moneylenders), Marwaris and
Mussalmans, the exploitative and the
dominating section. (24) By the end of
1919, the movement under him faced the
same fate like previous ones and ended.
This brought the first phase of the
movement to an end.

In spite of this, Tana Bhagat
movement never died completely. The
spirit of the movement remained alive
among the TanaBhagats till 1925. From
1921 the TanaBhagats came under the
contact of Congress workers, all non-
tribals, who reminded the TanaBhagats
that they were the original rajas of the
country, who had become coolies. And if
they give up drinking liquor, and using

foreign cloth they could become rajas

again. (14). Following this, the
TanaBhagats joined Indian national
congress and played a prominent role in
non-cooperation movement. Overall, it
was a non-violent movement but still at
certain points acts of violence took place.
For example- between 21 April and 4
May 1918, the rebels looted 14 villages
and killed 51 non-tribals. (14)
Interestingly the movement was not
confined to ‘insider’ and ‘outsider’
ideology but it also challenged the
internal hierarchies within the Oraon
community. (24)

Conclusion:

The most dominant characteristic
of the tribal resistance movement was
that it was essentially an uprising against
the foreign rulers and in that sense could
be constructed to be the precursor of the
national liberation movement which took
a definite shape and gathered momentum
under the inspiring leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi about one century later.
The new policy introduced brought a
radical change in the concept of land
ownership. Tradition had conferred
ownership or title to land on the basis of
membership of a clan or tribe. The new
policy put an end to this; it also put an
end to attempts at land-grabbing by the
leaders of a clan or tribe by force. Prima

facie fair and equitable, this policy
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caused the replacement of the clan leader also destroyed the traditional tribal
by new elite as an intermediary between economy and shattered the bonds which
the tribesmen and the alien government; knit the different segments of a tribal
it destroyed the traditional balance society together. (25)

between the tribals and non-tribals. It
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Revolutionary Work of Birsa Munda

Introduction:

There are a number of legends
who have been overlooked by history.
And afterward, there are the individuals
who helped start the battle path before
the dates in our history reading material.
One such spearheading political dissident
was Birsa Munda. Birsa Munda battled
the British as well as he battled for the
privileges of the ancestral network on
their property and abrogated the
medieval framework that tormented the
Adivasi in Jharkhand and Bihar.

Father of the Earth:

Birsa changed over to
Christianity to join German Mission
School since it was necessary to change
over to Christianity to join the school and
was renamed as Birsa David, which he
later changed to Birsa Daud. At the point
when he was in school, the German and
Roman Catholic Christian unsettling was
at its pinnacle. This made his dad,
Sugana Munda, pull back his child from
the school. 'Dharti Abba' or the Father of
the earth was the Nicknamed of Birsa

Munda. Bisra Munda worried on the

Anil Kumar

Assistant Professor

Brahmrishi college of Education,
Pinjore (Haryana)

need of the tribals to examine their own
religion and not overlook their social
roots. He affected his kin to understand
the significance of possessing their
property and stating their privilege upon
them. He is the god for the ancestral
networks like The Mundas, Oraons, and
Kharias. He proceeded to make another
religion called Birsait, which venerated
just a single god.

Separate of Agrarian framework:

The British courts uninformed of
the corporate idea of Tribal land
possession or of the occurrence of the
Mundari  Khunt  Katti  residency
confounded the Munda land framework
with the Zamindari framework. The
presentation of the supposed Zamindari
strategy by the British executives in 1809
added up to nothing not exactly. It
caused the tribals to feel spurned and
forsaken. Breakdown of the Mundari
agrarian framework was not a simple
agrarian occasion; it shook the old
society to its foundations.

Religion reason:

105
January 2021

An Edited E-Book

www.nadmchb.org



Life and Movements of Birsa Munda

ISBN-978-81-928733-3-6

Mundas and Oraons have faith in the
impact of Asurs in their day by day
method of lives. They used to revere
Sing Bonga (Supreme God) through
town Pahan (Priest). Munda religion
under-went extraordinary change because
of different variables:

» Vaishnavism: Vaishnavism had a
permanent impact on the Mundas
of the low-lying  nation.

Chaitanya on his way from

Nilachal to Mathura went through

Jharkhand and made proselytes

among the aboriginals. In any

case, the impact of Vaishnavism
was restricted to the Mundas.

» Kabirpanth:  The  incredible
archaic Saint Kabir additionally
asserted believers in the Munda
nation, however not for an
€normous scope.

» Interaction with Hindus: The
connection with Munda and
Hindu religion prompted the
acknowledgment of Shiva as
Mahadev Bonga and Parvati as
Chandi Bonga. Dasahara or Dasai
celebration was seen by Mundas
affected by Hindus.

» Christian Missionaries: In 1844,
Pastor John Evangelist gosnor of

Berline sent four preachers, E.

Schatz, F. Batsch, A. Brandt, and

Th. Janne to Calcutta.
Revolutionary work:

His revolutionary work not just
put a successful imprint in the British
standard, it likewise prepared tribals. It is
because of him and numerous other such
activists that tribals in India have a
battling chance at ensuring their
privileges. In the last part of the 1890s,
Munda set out to nullify the primitive
framework that the British had presented
in the Adivasi land. In this framework,
the British welcomed transients from
different states to come and assume
control over work on ancestral land,
while they took all the benefits. In this
way, the different clans, who were the
first proprietors of the land, were left
deprived of land and any methods for
vocation.

Subsequently, in 1890, Birsa quit
the German Mission School, surrendered
Christianity and returned to  his
customary ancestral confidence. At the
point when he left Chaibasa in 1890,
Birsa wound up drenched in a full-time
battle against British colonialists. What
he additionally observed was the way the
British principle had devasted the ways
and lives of the Santhal and Munda clans
by presenting rent instalment for the land

and assessments on the produce. In bed
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with the British were the neighbourhood
Zamindars, who had the option to snatch
huge wraps of ancestral land. By certain
records, a couple of these Zamindars
claimed upwards of 150 towns, while the
Mundas and Santhals wound up turning
into their fortified workers. Reacting to
the gross misuse of his kin, Birsa and his
band of faithful
"Ulgulan" (The Great Tumult) or the

supporters  started
defiance to the British colonialists. The
development tried to affirm the privileges
of the Adivasis as the genuine proprietors
of the land and the removal of Zamindars
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Political Legacy of Birsa Munda

Introduction:

Birsa Munda (1875-1900) was a
celebrated Adivasi freedom fighter, who
represented grassroots leadership in the
multi- colored Indian nationalist struggle
against the British colonial rule. In
Khunti district of Jharkhand, the nerve
centre of his Ulgulan (total revolt) from
where he fought the British, between
1895 and 1900, he is still fondly
reminisced in Mundari folk songs and
folk tales. Until the 1920s, there had
hardly been any historical account of
Birsa and his ulgulan either by the British
officials and Christian missionaries, or
by Indian scholars. Only a few of Birsa’s
disciples quietly recorded various aspects
relating to his life relying on their
memory. Notable among them was an
account by Bharmi Munda (circa 1920).
However, these were in manuscript mode
and could not be circulated.

In the mid 20th century, the first
biographies on Birsa Munda began to

appear in print in the wake of Indian
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independence movement, when the role
of Adivasis in the freedom struggle had
been recognised, and the question of their
future in the new nation was being
discussed.  These publications by
Muchirai Tiru (1949) and P G Purty
(1951), both Adivasis, have relied upon
their memory and a few manuscripts on
Birsa, diligently preserved by his
followers. Published locally, these books
recovered Birsa from obscurity and put
his life and works before the nation. The
Jharkhand ~ movement,  highlighting
Adivasi issues, and Adim Jati Seva
Mandal, a national social work agency
involved in Adivasi welfare, published
Tiru’s book to add to the knowledge on
Birsa and Birsa came about to reflect
Adivasi  aspiration, assertion, and
liberation across the country. Currently,
he inspires movements and causes that
work with an aim to deliver social justice
to Adivasis, Dalits, among other

marginalised sections.

Summary of the Political Legacy:
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Birsa Munda's legacy is still
alive and tribal peoples of Karnataka and
Jharkhand celebrate his birth anniversary
on November 15. Many institutions and
organizations-- Birsa Agricultural
University, Birsa Institute of
Technology, Birsa College Khunti, Birsa
Institute of Technology Sindri, Sidho
Kanho Birsha University, Birsa Munda
Athletics Stadium, Birsa Munda Airport,
Birsa Munda Central Jail, Birsa Seva
Dal, Birsa Munda Tribal University-- are
named after him.

From Obscurity to Fame:

The early publications on Birsa
Munda have stimulated scholars to carry
out a detailed work around his life and
political movement. The life and political
movements of Adivasi freedom fighters
have been generally neglected by
academics and writers. For instance,
Chakra Bisoyi of Kondh revolt (1850),
Sidhu and Kanhu of the Santhal revolt
(1855-56), Thammandora of Rampa
rebellion (1879-80), Bantu Parja and
Syamnath Dhakad of Bastar rebellion or
Bhumkal, Jatra Uraon of Tana Bhagat
movement (1914-21), Rani Guidinliu of
Naga revolt (1932) have been neglected
by academics. In the huge corpus of
writings on India's freedom struggle,
including voluminous publications by the

Indian Council of Historical Research,

historians rarely cared to deal with the
subject matter of Adivasi freedom
fighters. Despite such a scenario, Birsa
has emerged as a privileged among the
lot of Adivasi freedom fighters. After the
independence, the Government of Bihar
published a book titled the History of the
Freedom Movement in Bihar (1957) and
included a chapter on Birsa by historian
Kalikinkar Datta, who had earlier
published a book on Santhal rebellion
(1940). The chapter is, perhaps, the first
academic writing on Birsa Munda.
Although Datta confined Birsa to 10
pages in a large book of 640 pages,
nonetheless, it stoked research interest on
the subject. Then, Bihar Tribal Research
Institute undertook a project on the life of
Birsa leading to the publication of Life
and Times of Birsa Bhagwan by S P
Sinha (1964). Concurrently, a young civil
servant, K Suresh Singh, as a doctoral
student at University of London, began
working on the life of Adivasi leader and
published his biography in 1966. Ever
since, interest around his life and social
movements has grown widely.

It is no exaggeration but Birsa is
now a well-discussed subject in social
science journals and other fora. The
scholarly trajectory on Birsa has been
noteworthy. Initially, scholars like Datta

and Sinha attempted to focus on Birsa’s
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role to the mainstream nationalist
awakening. The idea was to fill up the
gap in terms of participation of Adivasis
in the freedom struggle, which had been
overlooked thus far. From appendix
treatment, the subject has developed into
a formidable topic to lend substance to
leading  theories in the  world
historiography. ~ Wellknown  scholars
Michael Adas (1979) and Ranajit Guha
(1999) have cited Birsa Munda to build
the theory of millenarianism and
subaltern school respectively. The
growing importance for Birsa Munda in
scholarly work has also provided subject
material to popular literature and cinema.
It has inspired the publication of popular
books by the National Book Trust and
the publications division of the union
government. In 1977, Sahitya Akademi
Award-winning novel Aranyer Adhikar
(in Bengali, and it was later translated
into Hindi as Jangal Ke Davedar),
centred on the life of Birsa Munda, was
authored by  distinguished  writer
Mahasweta Devi. The novel is based on
the historical account brought to the fore
by Suresh Singh. Film-makers have not
lagged behind either. A few good
documentaries have given cinematic
expression to Brisa’s life and social
movements. Some notable documentaries

are: “Birsa Munda” by the Ministry of

Tribal Affairs (2016), “Birsa Munda: The
Real Hero” by Doordarshan (2018) and
“Birsa Munda” by Prasar Bharati
Archives (2019).

Paradox of Popularity:

As the repertoire of academic,
literary, and artistic works underscored
his role, the nation recognised Birsa
Munda as a prominent freedom fighter.
As a rare token of honour, Birsa has been
endowed with two memorials in
Parliament: a 14-feet statue in the
Parliament complex and a portrait inside
the Parliament building. Another notable
tribute to Birsa has been the choice of 15
November 2000 by the Government of
India coinciding with  his  birth
anniversary as the appointed day for the
formation of the state of Jharkhand. The
idea has been to uphold the spirit of Birsa
to protect Adivasis, in whose interest the
new state came into being, and to convey
the government’s resolve of continuing
the same. Besides these, commemorative
monuments have been erected at Birsa’s
birthplace, Ulihatu village. Many more
monuments of Birsa and various other
ways of commemorating him have since
followed. Plans are afoot by the
Government of Jharkhand to install his
large statue at the old Birsa Munda Jail in

Ranchi where he died.
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Paradoxically, while the fame of
Birsa Munda augmented, popular and
scholarly literature alike has nurtured
certain misconceptions around him. This
leaves Birsa as half-understood, and at
times, even misunderstood. A Yale
University study projects Birsa as a mere
extortionist in the garb of fighting for
agrarian rights on behalf of Adivasi
peasants, and neither an anti-colonialist
nor a nationalist (Chandra 2016). A
London University study echoes the
same to view Birsa’s revolt “not (as) an
anti-colonial rebellion of the tribal
freedom fighters per se” (Shah 2014: 3).
Another set of writings, especially by
Christian missionaries and their ilk,
depict Birsa as an immature ‘“fanatic”
and an adventurist with floating ideas;
his leadership is said to embody
“exaggerated and distorted expression”
of Adivasi awareness. Lastly, Birsa has
portrayed as a sectarian pro Hindu and
anti Christian instead of leading diverse
Adivasi masses. That Birsa devised his
own religion to be used as a mobilising
force without undermining the allegiance
of his followers from other faiths has also
been ignored (Tiru 1949; Hoffman and
Emelen 2015: 570).

The criticism against Birsa from
colonialists ~and  missionaries  is

understandable.  Birsa, after  all,

unexpectedly emerged as a fierce
adversary on their way. Even his
portrayal as Hindu is imaginable. The
mid-20th century popular nationalism
plainly perceived Adivasis as “backward
Hindus” (Ghurye 1943). Strangely, the
misconception on Birsa has even forayed
into advance academic knowledge since.
This is because existing scholarship lacks
the courage to free itself from the
romanticisation of Adivasi as “primitive”
always tending to resort to the destined
paths of violence or millenarianism when
placed in a crisis, best characterised by
Birsa’s uprising. This syndrome inhibits
scholars to discern a working resilient
psyche behind Adivasis’ political actions
(Bara 2009). To read such psyche,
scholars have to indulge in the “re-
reading the colonial archive” than
simultaneously making an effort to
explore alternative sources (Chandra
2016: 2). The dereliction of scholarship
to free itself from preconceived notions
lets old ideas on Birsa to become
narrative.

In the recent years, particularly
since the formation of the state of
Jharkhand in 2000, as the political use of
Birsa’s name has thrived, it has become
amply clear. Some of the aforementioned
admiration for and criticism against Birsa

have been invoked for partisan political
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ends. For example, the disregarding of
Birsa’s efforts for the Adivasi cause, the
praising of the “constructive” role of
Christians adherents and individual
missionaries, and the installation of
Birsa’s arch-rival Jesuit J B Hoffman’s
statue in the region by the church have
been dubbed as “insult” to Birsa (Dey
2019). Birsa’s character has been
tarnished in a blatant manner. Historical
facts about his life and ideas have been
distorted at will. These developments
taint the image of Birsa Munda as an
Adivasi mass leader. This state of affairs
tears apart the soul of Birsa.

The Real Birsa:

There 1is nothing spectacular
about Birsa Munda’s early life, which
was steeped in misery. Like most
Adivasis of the time, his family suffered
from  extensive  deprivation  and
displacement at the hands of landlords. In
the dire need for livelihood, Birsa
adopted a peripatetic life, moving from
one village to another. From a harsh
childhood, he grew up into a young
intelligent man. Yet, haunted by early
bitter experiences, he was sensitive to the
suffering in the Adivasi society. His
youthful smile was thus eclipsed by a
pensive and thoughtful look. Socially,
Birsa had an eclectic upbringing.

Christian missionaries preaching in the

area drew his family to Christianity.
Birsa was baptised as Daud. Christianity
took him to mission schools and
provided him with middle-school level
education, including a smattering of
English. Within Christianity, his first
association was with the German
Protestant Mission, and later, briefly,
with the Roman Catholic mission. From
Christianity, he again switched back to
Munda animism.

Birsa was even influenced by
Hinduism of the kind propagated by
Kabir Panth, which was prevalent in the
area. He also came under the spell of
Anand Panre, a lower caste local guru.
Next, Birsa witnessed a flurry of
activities of the Sardari Larai movement
(1858-95), which worked towards the
restoration of Adivasi rights through
petitions and depositions to authorities.
Emerging  Adivasi  issues  deeply
influenced young Birsa’s mind. These
life experiences had an influence on the
leadership methods he adopted for the
Adivasi cause. As the legend goes, the
idea of leading Adivasis occurred to
Birsa when struck by a lightning and his
face glowed and became reddish, which
has been described by his followers as
the moment when Birsa was delivered
divine power and the ability to perform

supernatural  acts.  Seeing  crowds
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converging on him, Birsa assumed the
role of a religious guru “Bhagwan” or
“Dharti Aba” and a messiah of the crisis-
ridden Adivasi society. Birsa devised his
own religious tenets, practices, and
prayers, drawing upon Hinduism,
Christianity, and Munda  beliefs.
Channelling  people’s  support  for
religious belief into political action, Birsa
forayed into the agrarian cause, which
had already gained traction by then. At
that time, Sardari Larai agitators had
already been fed up with their long-
drawn constitutional non-violent
methods. Birsa became their new hope.
Large cadres of Sardari Larai from
different parts of Chhotanagpur, many
Christians, and Uraons and Kharias
joined Birsa. His “ardent” followers were
tenacious on the land rights question
(Hoffmann and Emelen 2015: 567).
Birsa’s religious work took a back seat,
with agrarian issues coming to the fore.
This development catapulted Birsa into a
mass leader.
Framing the Foes:

Though supported by the Sardari
Larai movement, Birsa emerged in his
own right. He injected new radicalism
into existing agitations in three ways.
First, Birsa was outright in declaring all
Christian

foreigners colonialists,

missionaries, landlords, and other

exploiters as dikus (Adivasis’ enemies).
This was a remarkable departure from
Sardari Larai leaders who tended towards
showing loyalty, openly in the beginning,
to the king of Chhotanagpur, the symbol
of landlordism, and were reluctant to
distance themselves from European
authorities and missionaries. Second,
while Sardari Larai believed in the
constitutional method of agitation for
years, despite half-hearted government
responses and officials’ stony
indifference to the Adivasi cause, Birsa
ordered his followers to arm themselves
for a concerted resistance. Third, in the
place of Sardari Larai’s vague notion
about “Munda Raj,” Birsa propounded
the idea of a “Munda disum,” a call to
gain freedom from all diku elements, and
the British colonial rule was perceived as
the mother of all of them, and had to be
done away with completely. With these
firm ideas in mind, Birsa identified
friends and foes of Adivasis. The
enemies were named, in local expression,
as “Rajas, Hakims, Zamindars, Christians
and Samsars (non-Christians),” whom
Birsa asked his followers to attack
(Anonymous 1911: 549).

Although it could appear like
ethnic or religious cleansing, the fact
remains otherwise. The guiding principle

to fix the target was to see who was the
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direct exploiter or the source of
exploitation. The poor non-Adivasis
sharing day-to-day life with Adivasis
were assured not to worry. Similarly,
Christian Adivasis, initially considered as
the agents of missionaries and came
under attacks, were later conveyed not to
fear (Hoffmann 1900). Zamindars, the
traditional exploiters, were among the
most hated foes. The Raja (king) of
Chhotanagpur was seen as a usurper of
the authority from manki Munda (a chief
of a group of villages). Believing that the
inscription of Raja’s authority was kept
in his official shrine, Chutia Temple, the
first operation of Birsa upon his release
from jail in 1997 was to lead a midnight
attack on the shrine. Birsa also attacked
British rulers, the key enemy and the
patron of zamindars and other dikus.
Christian missionaries were considered
alongside the colonial rulers with the
slogan of "topi topi ek topi," meaning
hat-donning white men, whether officials
or missionaries, are of the same breed.
Birsa felt that, despite personal proximity

References:

with the officials, missionaries never
strived for Adivasi justice, rather they
informed the authorities about Birsa’s
activities from villages (Hoffmann 1900).
Thus, missionary and government
establishments were attacked together.
Conclusion:

Although the role of Birsa Munda
has been seminal in championing the
Adivasi cause, his political movements
and legacy have been distorted, like other
prominent Indian historical figures,
including B R Ambedkar and M K
Gandhi. Despite  misrepresentations,
Birsa Munda and his politics continue to
inspire not just Adivasis but also Dalits
and other marginalised sections in their
pursuit of attaining social justice. In the
19th century, Birsa Munda started a tribal
religious Millenarian Movement in the
Bengal Presidency (Present-day
Jharkhand). Birsa Munda was an Indian
tribal freedom fighter, religious leader

and folk hero belonging to the Munda
tribe of the Chhotanagpur Plateau area.
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2015. Retrieved 10 June 2015.
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Impact of Birsa Munda on Adivasi Poetry

Birsa Munda is one of the
prominent inspiring sources of Adivasi
(tribal) writings. In the last decade of the
19th Century Birsa Munda fought against
the exploitation of British. He declared
protest against British and Christian
Missionaries. The cause of his protest
was the anti-tribal policies of the ruling
class. Dharti Aaba Birsa Munda is the
source of inspiration for many aborigin
Indian poets. The term Ulgulan means
protest which occurs in a number of
tribal poems. Vinayak Tumram has given
a new dimension to the tribal literature.
Gondwana Petale Aahe, (1987) is the
first poetry collection of Vinayak
Tumram is based on the Revolutionary
thoughts of Birsa Munda. The poet is
happy to see the spreading revolutionary
thoughts of Birsa Munda in the tribal
society.

Birsa Munda challenged the
mediator of religion. British rulers were
restless about listening to his name. Birsa
Munda was fighting for the rights of
tribals as the poet Tumram expresses his

gratitude about Birsa Munda in his poem

Dr Dipak Ulemale

Assistant Professor
Department of English

Smt Savitabai U.Deshmukh
College Digras, Dist. Yavatmal

entitled Bihar Cha Kranti Surya Birsa
Bhagwan; as the poet quotes:

"Bisa/today you are not with us/
but in this tribal world/
acclaiming your name as Birsa
Bhagwan.
I see people praise you/

In the post independence period, tribals

are awakening with the spirit of
education. They are getting familiar with
the true history of their own. Today's
tribals are fighting for their rights,
running their tribal movements on the
precious thoughts of Birsa Munda. The
poetess Ushakiran Atram in her poem
"Birsa Munda" calls for Ulgulan
(Revolt). As she quotes:

“Birsa once again you come/
take birth in the womb of tribal
mothers/
once again you call for Ulgulan/
our glory of forest burnt out/
our forest is suffering by the
incurable
diseases”

In this way the poet shows the adverse

journey of tribals. They are marching in
the wrong direction. In such termoil state
only precious thoughts of Birsa can save
them and show the right direction.

The poet Sunil Kumar says in his

poem how the thoughts of Birsa Munda
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are inspiring today's society giving
strength to their every activity. In his
poem The Sun God of Bihar Birsa
Munda, the poet says:

“Post  Independence  traders
mediators making slave to to our
land/

So, you Bisa! wish you live
among us/

Let you lit us for revolt/

Our motherland are burning/

Jharkhand, Bodoland and
Nagaland/
Tribal naxalite... malnutrition of
Melghat/”

The thoughts of Birsa Munda are
showing the path of success, keeping
them vigilant. The tribals are suffering
from many problems like naxalite
activities, malnutrition, and
unemployment and destitute, etc. In such
a traumatic situation the revolutionary
thoughts of Birsa Munda are really
offering shelter and giving comfort. In
the poem named Birasa, the poet Vasant

Kanake quotes:

Didn't afraid to English men/

You are really a great man..
Birasa Martyrs never died/

Your Ulgulan still burning bright"
In History India's freedom

fighters like Tantya Bhilla, Baba Tilak
Manzi, Dussehriben Kumara Bhimu and
Birasa Munda all remained neglected.
The poet Babarao Madhavi wants to
spread the revolt of Birsa in the hills and
dells of tribals through his poem named

Birasa. As he quotes:

Birasa/ on every stone/
there is your name inscribed/
searching your town in forest/
suffering lives forest/
once again Ulgulan../

In his composition 'Birasait' the

composer Shankar Bali expresses the
need of social change in the following
way:

“Birasa/ 1 caught in my own

cocoon/

Tender and luxurious Hunters

net/

Never want to break the the rich

cotton cords/

Whenever 1 tried they never

break/

When [ use power my heart

ache.../”

In today's modern world the man
is going to be caught in the net of
materialistic world. The attempt of
protection of one’s own tribal identity is
an 1important thing. Valour of the
revolutionaries of the state of Gondwana
has been sung by many poets through
their poems. In the middle of the 19th
Century the life of many farmers became
difficult by the exploitation of the
mediator and the money lenders. During
that time with courage and organisational
work, Baburao Shedmake attempted to
bring positive and revolutionary change

in  society successfully. In his
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composition "Revolutionary Baburao
Shedmake of Gondwana" Vinayak
Tumram writes:

Son of Revolution! Defeating the
last long reign of Darkness/

The Rising Sun of our lives saw
by this land/

Burning ache of your heart about
injustice/

Heard by the state of Gondwana/

While fighting against injustice of
money lenders and landlords, this
revolutionary man died showing his
tremendous valour for their rights. But
the marks of your noble work have been
embossed on our heart as the poet writes
in showing gratitude towards this great
soul. Another revolutionary man was
Krantiveer Narayan Sinh Uike, who
showed the path of light in darkness to
the Tribals of Gondawana. As the poet
Vinayak Tumram says,

“Further we will keep continue

hosting your flag of revolution in

this land/

I am telling you on oath/
And also I am telling you that/
We will find out our path of
emancipation/
In an auspicious presence of your
blessings../”

Like Marathi tribal poetry Hindi tribal

poetry is also inspired by the work of
Birsa Munda and other revolutionary
great souls like legendary epic heroes
Karna and Ek Lavya. In later time Rani

Durgavati, Punjab Bhilla, Baba Tilak

Manzi, Veer Tirtha Simha, Sui Munda,
Chakra Bishoi Siddho Kanho, Tantya
Bhil, Singai Dai and Kumara Bhimu, etc.
also played an important role.

The legend of two brave girls is
famous in tribal literature. There were
Sangi Dai and Kaili Dai were two brave
women born in Urav (Kudukh) tribal
society. In the Rohtasgarh on the
mountain forest, there was the reign of
Urav tribe Singi Dai was the king's
daughter and Kaili Dai was the brave
daughter of the general of Urav. These
two Brave girls fought against the
Mughal army and defeated enemies two
times; during the third attack Mughal
defeated these princesses as the Mughal
Army gathered around the fort till these
brave women fought bravely and made
them helpless. Atlast on the forehead of
tribal soldiers Mughals made three iron
marks as a mark of their victory during
the third attack.

Life and Mission of Birsa Munda
has become the great source of
inspiration to the tribal society for
solving their social problems through
revolutionary ways. His inspiration of
Ulgulan has become the soul of tribal
literature. The poet Gress Kunjur
observed, "By the revolt of Birsa Munda,
the tribal women are ready to fight

against exploitation. In the state of
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Jharkhand, the great work of Birsa society. Just like them tribal women also
Munda gave bright hope to the life of took part in many battles and shared their
women. Tribal put in their hands shaft work of bravery on the battlefield.”

and arrows for the protection of the
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Tribal Resistance and Ulgulan

Introduction:

The enactment of the Forest Act
of 1882 was a legislation of the colonial
government that disconnected and
disenfranchised the Mundas from their
natural resources. This is one of the
various factors that contributed to the
emergence of the Ulgulan. The word
“Ulgulan” meaning 'Great Tumult',
sought to establish the right of the
indigenous people over their resources
which were being snatched away from
them by landlords and money lenders
and colonial rulers during the Pre-
independence time. It is a revolution for
justice and independence led by Birsa
Munda who was in his twenties in India
towards the end of 19th century is a
prominent rebellion in the subcontinent.
(YDF) Ulgulan is also known and called
as Munda Rebellion. Ulgulan or
the Munda Rebellion led by Birsa Munda
was a struggle to maintain the
indigeneity of the Adivasis, to fight the
exploitation unleashed by landlords,

missionaries, and colonial administration

Dr. Manoj Sahare

Department of English
Late N.A.Deshmukh College
Chandur Bazar Distt. Amravti (MS)

Causes for tribal Resistance:

The tribals’ main ways of business or
livelihood were shifting agriculture,
hunting, fishing and the use of forest
produce. With the influx of non-tribals
into the traditional regions of the tribals,
the practice of settled agriculture was
introduced. This led to a loss of land for
the tribal population. The tribals were
reduced to being landless agricultural
labourers. The British introduced money
lenders into the tribal areas which led to
severe exploitation of the local tribals.
They became bonded labourers under the
new economic system. The tribal
societies had a system of joint ownership
of land which was replaced by the notion
of private property. There were
restrictions imposed on the use of forest
produce, on shifting agriculture and on
hunting practices. This led to the loss of
livelihood for the tribals. With the
coming of the non-tribals or outsiders,
the tribals came to be classified under the
lowest rungs of society. A Forest

Department was set up in 1864 by the

and to overthrow the external government mainly to control the rich

intervention. resources of Indian forests. The
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Government Forest Act of 1865 and the
Indian Forest Act of 1878 established
complete government monopoly over the
forested land. The work of the Christian
missionaries also led to social upheaval
in tribal society.
Major tribal Resistance events:

1. Kol Rebellion 1831

2. Santhal Rebellion 1855-1856

3. Ulgulan 1899-1900
Kol Rebellion 1831:

The Kols were one of the tribes
inhabiting the Chhotanagpur area. They
lived in complete autonomy under their
traditional chiefs but this changed when
the British came. The moneylenders and
the merchants also came along with the
British. The Kols then lost their lands to
farmers from outside and also had to pay
huge amounts of money in taxes. This
led to many becoming bonded labourers.
The British judicial policies also caused
resentment among the Kols. There was
an agitation in 1831-32 which saw the
Kols organise themselves and revolt
against the British and the moneylenders.
They killed many outsiders and burned
houses. This armed resistance went on
for two years after which it was brutally
suppressed by the British with their
superior weaponry.

Santhal Rebellion 1855-1856:

The Santhal rebellion occurred in
the regions of present-day Jharkhand,
Odisha and West Bengal against the
British as well the Zamindari system
during 1855-56. Because of Zamindari
system, they lost their land and also were
turned into bonded labourers. They had
to suffer extortions, forceful deprivation
of property, abuse and violence, cheating
in business deals, etc. The government
supported the landlords instead of
helping the tribals whose grievances
were genuine. The rebellion started in
June 1855 when two brothers Sidhu and
Kanhu Murmu organised 10000 Santhals
and began an armed agitation. They
killed many moneylenders and company
agents. The revolt was very intense and
massive in scale. The revolt was
violently suppressed by the British with
about 20000 Santhals being killed
including the two leaders.

Ulgulan 1899-1900:

The Mundas inhabited the
Chotanagpur area. The Khuntkatti
system, which was a joint holding of
land, prevailed among the Mundas. But
the advent of the British and the outsider,
zamindars replaced the Khunkatti with
the zamindari system. This caused
indebtedness and forced labour among
the tribals. The Mundas got an able and

charismatic leader in Birsa Munda who
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proclaimed a rebellion in 1894. He
organised his people to revolt openly
against the government. He urged people
to stop paying debts and taxes. He was
arrested and spent 2 years in jail before
being released in 1897. In December
1899, he launched an armed struggle on
the landlords and the government. The
Mundas torched police stations, houses
of the landlords, churches and British
property. In 1900 Birsa Munda was
caught. He died in jail at the age of 25.
(Byjus)

Beginning of a new era:

Against the sophisticated guns of
the British army, traditional weapons of
Adivasi rebels were no match. But
Birsa’s spirit and method of organising
the Ulgulan conveyed to the British
authorities the message from Adivasis
and its importance. After Birsa’s initial
attacks, the British initiated a permanent
measure by the Commutation Act of
1997 to discontinue the feudal practice of
Bethbegari  (forced labour). Chota
Nagpur Tenancy (CNT) Act, 1908 was a
result of Birsa Munda’s Ulgulan. The
British were compelled by Birsa’s
struggle to initiate in terms of
reformative measures. The Ulgulan also
prompted the administrative expansion of
the region, which opened education-

based new job opportunities, encouraging

Adivasis to focus on attaining education.
This ushered in a new era of Adivasi
development. Birsa Munda and his times
reflect a case of Adivasi Revolt against
the oppression of British colonialism.
Birsa’s revolt was anti-colonial and was
concerned with the reconstruction of
small local Adivasi society. (Bara)
Agrarian Ulgulan:

The British agrarian policies
compelled the Mundas to revolt. The
Mundas had followed the Khunkhatti
system of joint landholding. The British
replaced this with the Zamindari System,
which allowed outsiders to enter these
tribal areas. Mundas, who were once the
landowners, forced to go landless and
forced labourers resulting in
impoverishment and deprivations. As a
reaction to the introduction of the
Zamindari  system or  Permanent
settlement in tribal areas, Birsa Munda in
1894 declared “Ulgulan” against the
British and the Dikus (the outsiders). He
was soon known as Birsa Bhagwan in
these areas and a huge number of tribals
began to follow Munda.

Religious Ulgulan:

The biggest threat for the
Britishers and Christian missionaries
came when Munda decided to start his
own religion. In 1894, Birsa also started

his own religion and proclaimed he was
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God’s messenger. With the advent of a
new religious order, Munda began
awaking masses against the British
atrocities.. Not only the tribals but also
many other Hindus and Muslims also
flocked to see the new leader of the
masses. Birsa Munda travelled to every
village to raise the consciousness of the
people by combining his politics and
religion. Munda forbade eating all forms
of meat and also advocated for wearing
the sacred threads. Along with this, many
within Christianity also began to join his
sect as there was no tax to be a follower
as against Christian missionaries, who
collected tax to let others follow
Christianity. The Christian missionaries
got angry as Birsa was becoming the
stumbling block in the path of
conversion.

Conclusion:

References:

‘Ulgulan’ made Birsa a young
freedom fighter and a tribal leader who is
remembered to be a strong mark of
protest against British rule in India. Born
and raised in the tribal belt around Bihar
and Jharkhand, Birsa Munda’s
achievements are known to be even more
remarkable as he came to acquire them
before he was 25. In recognition of his
impact on the national movement, the
state of Jharkhand was created on his
birth anniversary in 2000. He died in
Ranchi jail on June 9, 1900 at a young
age of 25. His ‘Ulgulan’ against the
British had also forced the colonial
officials to introduce laws protecting the
land rights of the tribals. Though he lived
a short span of life and the fact that the
movement died out soon after his death,
Birsa Munda is still known to be
inspiration for the tribal community

across the country.
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gl 30T afser sld garrar Hal.
fae a3, el sfgelr 3nfor 3ms-afser
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3 I ogadrd HEd. S 3o
AU Selfdelell  Teh  SITSL.
e Iy AGhs A AeAqTaR

dBId AT VT IRTTT HTH
AT ST ATETST ahell o foRET

HsT Tad:d deolldl AT, FgULA
AGRT ITST IMAT Wd UTofad.
fo@rer AEAIT 9T W1

HATTA] ISR AT MG ST
IredT HHATT FRABTOTETST grafder.
AR g1 AN FAT AU
AMbcled d TAAe e fefor
gd el e HmSSrETedr
NS TafAseT  TporAes
ALY el 3Td GigfAe qddqd
RIeToT qul &l SrEeE fowET @

8LCE-CL

CIFRIC] CIEICH SN IGI
ASfargear gy Sl
SEIICT  |MaTell.  3Tieardiear qHEdT

fgardt AT ASer Sar, I
STofia STell.
R snerer:

FIRY YIS ATed 3o
g eodd  adw,
EINICICAC SR = A1)
SHleTeR, Al AredThg  gIomd
MA@aus, Raedr A= smhas,
aiffes 8ROT 0T SISt dncelen
AP AT Faredraed ey
AT gl gid 3Me, ¢ fevaen
STTOTer. AT Ml Jnfeardia JAer 3oy

SIS

Ao-GTdahN,

e ol icl. GRgy cial ekl T
g9 oRFEUAT Fewsr  3gd
HSTAATATST  leherrcdl  Thd ol
o FaYYA T AS-HEHR,
SHEGR, ORI, SheR I

gooll &h&el 3MMeTelelTell J&ald ol

o

R IHACGECICICED

HATAT  WAETIl. ARG STefel Rl faaur:
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3nfeardr AT dse g2,
JOUAH Tl e, INfeardiaed
JUROT AT 3T X 3El

] ay FEUTS
HAYATATAAT  Sodell, 3R,

¢acadr I1 fAwA=AT ICUACHT ST
Fedl  Ugleid.  cgrarer  fodiedr
feardie 9% aefddr. daHTdl
g P AT HaiquRET
hAT OIS
fotaer  aetwdficar  3mem Seler

AT TS

AIHFT FUIAT AT ehell. FHEIT
QST ik TORAT HIhs AT,
UGS AT el fovam #Hsrh gu
favara s@en. fox@r #Har el
QETCTIATO 3 FI-

g) 30T FGTS @RIl TTgrat.

) Imur  Ae-fFEes 9E e
ARTRIT IS,

3) FIOfEr TR T 7.

¥) SHIONE WIE o] =13

) HFAT WA §edT e =13

&) f® A9l 3.

b) -9, fOemer IR favEE o
.

¢) G% MU ST SAfedr gerdf=r
AT FT 3.

Q) 3MUETd SYAT 30T FATANA

TR FTdd.

go)  3JMAUT  HIYYATOT  Ierarefier
3o Fudd @,

22) o olleh 3cIeRier 30T HIgH!
3, o gk STHTATOT Sue
3rEdrd. 0T S oleh 3Rl 3o
3 AT O FHeA U Il
HEE HATSUAGATY el
3.

aRer  fox@m  Hsrear  3ugemd
SlcueFATde  RIaupRl  #
AFET 3E? ¢ Yodeh Hegrdr ey
TRIehaUThTel Tefell dHeet TTEdT Aol
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?) HUUT TOeS R TR
TaTodl  HMOT 3R A7 HeHTd
3TCeM shelel 3MTed.

) e P e
AT UTger: SleuEATTer A,
HEUT, UH & geurh AT Rswqor
e,

3) HoiE T wF A §ley
grAredr o fada gueier 3.

aEey g M 3@ 3me-

AT grar ¥F @ @l
O Jfeicd Aoy gider
Yl 3TET BIal.

8) S W e 73 gafieraed
oY e 3 3¢ - FHATAIET AU
e gafeansdy oy @ @
STefoAIRgeT  3ifeed Tguard it
S 9) HAT TOGE Godl e
T dgfemAed vuH oo 3 3R

AT Fgural #1 Sfig fedurget
31forca v gfa=T .

£) s &y a3 Fe Fed

AT A Siidel STaTel 9Tgiet. I
co@ feoag fadrrdie dRmdEe
Fld 8T 3R APRIT  3HTelell
3TE.

b) §{TYd, T AR faeEE o
S AT geurear RIsauhAed
. for
¢) e MO R AR gera™
QI HT A GIMATALY g Ao

3TcAT alenl<ell

g - GU-ARI-Hool-IHCSSION
Al Ay, ddT HIgd YSUIRAT S

T HAlceh gEqeAT AaAIge fercd
T Ifaar aar.
Q) MIHATT SYAT 30T HAGTAA

SgagR  #Ad:  dley  UFEATA!

RIauihiAsy FAAT, Fardsg 30T

SYAT IT Il Tediel g9 HAged e,
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for a1 Y AT SIS
HESHT AR ToT Ocald
FATAA FHelell 378,

fo) YUT  HIGGATO Schareier
Mo FEdId @a: diey AT
AdicerAed Reafawm g &@dd
I e, rafawrrear ffemdag
AT $9Tdle Jeetel famer sAraren
MU GHTT YA UG
dholell  3g-  #191  HELATIE,
HAERT  3lual  Henm ey
Toll, FEAPIgUERTl TS -
Aol B, AUARIERY S
Gollell  g@dd  =Tel, HAEE  fear

IR FEl, R S §Agd IR

gid. fox@r #Hst 3muear  3mfear

AT, 39l
3G A, o 3USA AT
JEU=T oo TEYAN HifdTcdTerel 31T
R fSRET HX T sR
IMEarel AR 3TeTer  gearear
fRIauher yaa . AHS AT

ghRAT S

wRaw T @R o ¥ ey
TFEAT Bld, § TISC @Id.

AR
HYUROTA: Yoo  IIYATIRST
ST,  UgIsld  Ufgedrded  Hl

fgardt  dear g Slgy
TEclTel aEel 3rmad. e qasl
d @w, ad
3nfeardiar fgerell SEY. AT
AT Yo HRT 3E? 0TS
FUIT  ®@? 9 RT3

g ded T Ulddid? AT

Soflaa Al
)

qae FeuaAT Feur AT Afgerell

ded TR AUeAT  SliaeHcared
TR feandeT Saell. caHS HeT
nfeardr @ foR&Em Hsr I qde
YFATIT TARR hell BT, 3 TISC
fegeT Aa.

forsem:
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?) $TTAI e § ARIhaIdiel 3
T IRAR ARTEAT gre.
) TYEEFREN TR AT Il

QO ~

gicT. & ol 31T 31geT AR 8.

AT A%l T Tl T §
g USel.

3) g9 SAnEgdy  nfeardr  diey
UFAT g,

¥) HRATA slgc‘ieh T Aifeardia
qIEdT TR, AT {4 Jfeard qh@e

ge8, 3R, Hddesd Hdld slgy

gFHIT Bld.
HeaT:

g) f@ar, & 31?,T AW, AT
feart § Td ey 3feardy
apErEad g digy aFAT g,

IR T A B b

AT SETed g AR SRS
YT glehelel feel.

€) HGEAD FEd Tl FEUR
s g anfdardr AmrEeE o
31Ted.

b) 3nfeare g feg e

¢) Sid-UdhiddT  ENd  §igy

SFEATAT JET STl

?) ST.ATEHTES 3MaShT - e Idl 0T BId?
R) IMPBerd HATH - JHear FY TP IRIGR T AT &,

3) AP A - SAICAT T TEpell T FFPIATS.
) Ur.IaH AR - FHideerT feard ST,

&

(<3

TG TP/ AT - e,
TSI et (FT) - 3nfeardr 3raid Hefardr Agemae.

¢) g Teas (Hagsh) - BeeT dear aR=mT 3nfor 3urad o .

R) 2R FA (HUL) - dRUT

)
)
)
) 3r.aMfdg M - Ffgardy FAEAT 0T Jgad Hea.
)
)
)
)

g0) BT Tel. STHTIAT - ATfeardl TS &7 sfderd.
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Birsa Munda led the Ulgulan
(resistance by Adivasis) against the
British capture of land and forests in
present day Jharkhand. This
movement (1899-1900) won legal
protection of land rights and banned
Jorced labour. Millions of Adivasis
commemorate his birth anniversay

each year.
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